Normandy Park United Church of Christ

Third Sunday of Lent
March 20, 2022
Bolded text is read and sung in unison
WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
PRELUDE
WORDS OF GATHERING
Come, all who are thirsty.
Come, all who are seeking.
Come, all who are waiting.
Come, all who labor.
Come, all who need rest.
Come, all who dream dreams.
Come—whether you’re young or old,
Confident or curious,
Lonely or hopeful.
This is God’s house.
All are welcome here.
Let us worship holy God.
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SONG ~ “Come Let Us Worship God”

OPENING PRAYER
INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father)
Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our sins,
As we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
~ Youth are invited to leave for Sunday School ~
PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION
There is something so healing, so life-giving, about telling our stories.
In the prayer of reconciliation, that is what we get to do.
The mask comes off. Any pretense of perfection is removed.
We let the pressure to perform slip away
And we sit here, face to face with God,
Sharing honestly who we long to be.
Friends, there is healing here.
There is life to be gained here.
So join me in this moment of honesty.
Join me in the prayer of confession.
Holy God,
We treat our self-worth like something that can be bought at a store;
But you know this even better than we do.
Instead of trusting that we are made good,
Instead of trusting that we are loved exactly as we are,
We stockpile our value in earthly things—
In trophies and awards, in likes and follows, in wealth and power.
Forgive us for creating our own measuring stick.
Heal our open wounds and tell our hearts
That we won’t be forgotten if we slow down.
We won’t be forgotten if we rest. Gratefully we pray, Amen.
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Friends, take a deep breath.
Release the tension in your jaw.
There is good news here.
For even when we stumble,
even when we take the easy way out,
even when we forget our own self-worth,
even when we lose our way—we belong to God.
Say it with me—
We are loved.
We are claimed.
We are under God’s wing.
We are worthy of grace.
We belong to God. Amen.
SONG ~ “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy”
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ Luke 13:1-9 (CEB)
Some who were present on that occasion told Jesus about the Galileans
whom Pilate had killed while they were offering sacrifices. He replied,
“Do you think the suffering of these Galileans proves that they were
more sinful than all the other Galileans? No, I tell you, but unless you
change your hearts and lives, you will die just as they did. What about
those eighteen people who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on
them? Do you think that they were more guilty of wrongdoing than
everyone else who lives in Jerusalem? No, I tell you, but unless you
change your hearts and lives, you will die just as they did.” Jesus told this
parable: “A man owned a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He came
looking for fruit on it and found none. He said to his gardener, ‘Look, I’ve
come looking for fruit on this fig tree for the past three years, and I’ve
never found any. Cut it down! Why should it continue depleting the soil’s
nutrients?’ The gardener responded, ‘Lord, give it one more year, and I
will dig around it and give it fertilizer. Maybe it will produce fruit next
year; if not, then you can cut it down.’”
SUNG RESPONSE ~ “Listening Now”
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REFLECTION ~ “You Are Worthy”
SONG ~ “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
• Amanda, Steve and Mark’s
friend
• Bill, Judy’s friend
• Charlein, Connie’s friend
• Christine S. and her brothers
• Diane, Malinda and Jim’s
daughter
• Debbie, Dawn’s mother
• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s
mother and stepfather
• Eileen A.

• Ida, Jason, and Phyllis, Nancy
S.’s sister, nephew, and
sister-in-law
• Iris and Zabarlan F.
• Jeff C.
• Jill E-K.’s father
• Jon C.
• Katie, Vicki’s friend
• Kelly, C.B.’s sister
• Paula, Nancy A.’s friend
• Yoko S.

PASTORAL PRAYER
AMEN x5
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE
OFFERTORY RESPONSE
Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
To God the creator triumphantly raise,
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
Who still guides us on to the end of our days.
We join now in voicing our love and rejoicing;
With glad adoration a song let us raise
'Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!
GOD’S BLESSING
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SONG ~ “Beautiful Things”

Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens
Ministers: Every One of Us
Director of Music: Kevin Peterson
Lay Leader: Alice M.
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