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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Can you believe Advent is already underway? Me neither. This year we are intentionally 

adding some whimsy and wonder as we await the arrival of the Christ child. We are 

taking a tour of Narnia, C.S. Lewis’ imaginary landscape where good must overcome evil 

in a land that has too long been winter and never Christmas. In Katherine May’s book, 

Wintering, she shares how there can be seasons in our lives that feel very much like 

winter (even in the summer—we can be experiencing a winter in our lives)—where it is 

certainly not Christmas yet and not sunny. The book Wintering has been a powerful 

companion to me during this entire pandemic. There have been several times during the 

pandemic when I returned to this book again and again. We have had too much winter 

and it is never Christmas. 

 

And that is why I have gravitated toward The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, a book 

that C.S. Lewis wrote for a little girl named Lucy, a little girl that likely understood what 

it is to live in hardship in post war England. Similarly, we have endured our own series of 

long nights and dreary days—often steeped in fear and frustration. 

 

I hope you will all enjoy Narnia with me, by reading along in the book, or watching the 

movie, joining us when you can for Wednesday nights from 5:30-6:30 on zoom where 

we are discussing the book and what Advent and Christmas mean to us. And I don’t 

want to leave out Narnia Night, Saturday, December 11th from 5:00-7:00 p.m. where we 

will bring some of Narnia to life with a walk-through experience throughout our church 

property. There will be some carols, there will be treats, and there will be whimsy!  

 

Lastly, we have opted to offer two different Christmas Eve worship experiences this 

year. One will be in person only at 5:00 p.m. on the courtyard or in the Fellowship Hall 

depending on the weather. The second will be at 7:00 p.m. and only on zoom. The first 

gathering will involve singing and candle lighting (either battery operated or real flame); 

the second will be lessons and carols and the building of your own nativity scene if you 

have a creche of your own at home. 

 

May you all find some time to explore and experience the wonder of Advent, 

intentionally seeking out the beauty and joy of this season. If we make room, and open 

our hearts to the awe and mystery of our faith tradition, we just never know what we 

might discover. 

 

Let us all be like little children and see with new eyes! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Amy

mailto:kirsten@npucc.org


 

 

 

December 

Calendar of Events 
 

ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing 
these events will be shared via email: 

 

▪ Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am ~ Communion on December 5 
▪ Advent Book Study: Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15 and 22, 5:30-6:30 pm 
▪ Worship Committee meeting: Tuesday, December 7, 4:30 pm 
▪ Church Council meeting: Tuesday, December 14, 7:00 pm 
▪ Christmas Pageant during Sunday Worship: December 19, 10:00 am 
▪ NO Parish Care Committee meeting 
▪ NO Bibles & Brews Bible Study 
▪ NO Enneagram Study group 

 
IN-PERSON: as we ease back into in-person events, please continue to wear a mask and 

practice reasonable physical distancing to keep vulnerable people safe: 
 

▪ Sunday Worship Services: December 12 and 19, 10:00 am 
▪ Narnia Night: Saturday, December 11, 5:00-7:00 pm 
▪ Christmas Eve Services: Friday, December 24, 5:00 pm in-person on the courtyard 

(weather permitting) or in Fellowship Hall and 7:00 pm on Zoom 

 
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED: 

▪ Sunday School: lessons shared in Friday Food for Thought emails 
▪ Family First 
▪ Ladies’ Lunch 
▪ Exercise Class 
▪ Community Dinner 

 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have moved online 

or been suspended for the foreseeable future. Some Worship services will be hybrid: 
both online and in-person (pre-registration required). If you have any questions, 

don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee chairs. 
Church Council is following guidelines for reopening from 

the state of Washington, King County Department of Health 
and our Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ADVENT ACTIVITIES 

• Advent Angels 
o Our children/youth are delivering secret gifts 

to one another during the four weeks of 
Advent: Christmas cards, ornaments, hot 
chocolate mix, and cookies. 

o We will meet up to reveal Advent Angels on 
Epiphany, Thursday January 6, 5-5:30 pm via 
Zoom. 

• Mary’s Place Giving Tree 
o Tags are available to be 

picked from the tree on the 
Fireside Room window from 
outside on our courtyard.  

o We strongly encourage 
donations via check written to NPUCC or via 
PayPal so that our youth can do your 
shopping for you. 

o Donations, both unwrapped gifts and money, 
need to be at church by 11:30 am Sunday, 
December 5. 

o If you can’t make it to church to pick a tag 
yourself, you can just send a check or make 
a PayPal payment and our kids will pick a 
tag and shop for you. 

• Christmas Pageant 
o “Breaking News from Bethlehem – LIVE!” 
o Presented during Sunday Worship on 

December 19, 10:00 am. 
 

NARNIA NIGHT 

Saturday, December 11 

5 – 7 pm 

 

Enter the enchanted world 

of The Lion, the Witch and 

the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 

on this whimsical walking tour of 

approximately 20 minutes around the church 

property. You’ll meet characters like Mr. 

Tumnus, the White Witch, and Father 

Christmas. Enjoy music, treats and, activities. 

Please dress for the weather and be sure to 

wear your mask! No reservations necessary. 
 

 

Advent Book Study ~ 
Advent in Narnia 

 

Four sessions, Wednesdays, 
5:30 – 6:30 pm (Zoom 
invitations will be sent): 
▪ December 1: The Wardrobe 
▪ December 8: The Witch 
▪ December 15: Father    
Christmas 
▪ December 22: The Lion 

The study is based on the book The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis. It would be 
helpful to read the book or watch one of the movies 
based on the book to familiarize yourself with the 
characters, plot, and themes. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CWS BEST GIVE CATALOG 
Need to purchase gifts for your friends and family 
who have everything? With the gifts you’ll find 
here, you offer an invaluable treasure. It’s a child 
reading for the first time, a toddler taking a step 
because you set them on a healthy path, a family 
who can stay warm when temperatures drop...and 
so much more. Select a gift to honor someone you 
love and change someone else's life from the CWS 
Best Gift catalog https://cwsbestgift.org/gifts/. 
 

https://cwsbestgift.org/gifts/


 
Welcome Gaddy Padagdag and 

Mark Hall, NPUCC’s newest members! 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE NEWS 
AND INFORMATION 

 
CHRISTMAS FUND SPECIAL OFFERING 
Sunday, December 19th 
The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and 
retired clergy and lay employees of the UCC for 
over 100 years, providing emergency grants, 
supplementation of small annuities and health 
premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks 
each December to our lower-income retirees. 
Give generously by writing a check to NPUCC and 
indicating “Christmas Fund” on the memo line. Or 
use the DONATE tab on our website 
https://www.npucc.org/donate and select the 
[Donate] button specific for CHRISTMAS FUND. 
 
GIVING STATEMENTS 
Pledge giving statements were emailed or snail 
mailed at the end of November. If you didn’t get 
one, let Lynn know. Also, end-of-the-year giving 
statements to everyone will be sent out, also by 
email or snail mail, by mid-January for income tax 
purposes. 
 
2022 PLEDGE 
If you have misplaced your pledge card, no 
worries…visit our website at npucc.org, click on the 
DONATE button in the upper right corner, and 
submit your pledge electronically. Only Lynn, the 
Financial Secretary, gets notified so your pledge is 
kept confidential. 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES 
NPUCC has offering envelopes that are packaged 
in 12s and 52s. If you’d like some for 2022, please 
contact Kirsten in the church office. You don’t need 
to use an offering envelope if you choose not to – 
you can just put your check in a plain envelope 

before placing in the offering plate or mailing to the 
church, or even give your pledge electronically 
such as using your credit/debit card Bill Pay. But if 
you give cash, I can only put it on your giving 
statement if you let me know it’s from you. Let me 
know if you have any questions. Your Financial 
Secretary, Lynn 
 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED SPECIAL OFFERING 
Thank you to our generous donors. As a church, 
we donated $3,740. These gift supports the Council 
for American Indian Ministry UCC (CAIM) and the 
Justice and Witness Ministries, United Church of 
Christ (JWM) including justice advocacy, service 
projects, and grants to local churches. 

 
 
 
 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Has it been a while since 

you’ve been in touch with 

some of your family and 

friends? Send them a 

Christmas card via snail 

mail wishing them 

a blessed season. 

 
 
 
 

 

Please note these 
calendar changes for December: 

 

THE ENNEAGRAM JOURNEY 
WITH SUZANNE STABILE 

We will not be meeting in December with so 
many holiday activities going on. The last DVD of 
this series, Milestone 12 –“Landmarks: Putting 
your Number in Larger Context” – is available in 
the church office. Contact Kirsten to arrange for 
pickup. 
 

BIBLE & BREWS 
We’re taking December off and will start up 
again in January. Be thinking about what you’d 
like to study next. 
 

https://www.npucc.org/donate
http://npucc.org/


SUNDAY WORSHIP ON DECEMBER 26 
We invite you to visit another church in-person 
or via Zoom on Sunday, December 26th. We’ll 
send out a variety of ideas and links to select 
from later this month. NPUCC will not offer a 
worship service that day. 

 

To all the men and those who love them,  
Please consider the following:  
 
PNC-UCC Men's Retreat at Pilgrim Firs Camp and 
Conference Center - January 28-30, 2022 (Silent 
Retreat option, January 27)  
 
Although last year‘s zoom retreat was a success, 
we missed being together. Therefore, this year, we 
are planning an in-person retreat. The topic is 
“Gratitude and Practices to Enhance 
Gratefulness”. We will be drawing deeply from the 
book, Grateful: the Transformative Power of Giving 
Thanks, by Diana Butler Bass. 
 
The cost of the retreat is $140 for Friday dinner 
through Sunday breakfast with lodging for two 
nights. That price includes 5 meals beginning with 
Friday dinner. There is also a Silent Retreat from 
Thursday (January 27) after dinner to Friday at 5 
pm, and including dinner. The price for the total 
retreat, including the Silent Retreat, is $195. That 
price includes 7 meals beginning with Friday 
breakfast. These are difficult times for many of us, 
so discounted pricing is available upon request to 
any that need it. Please reach out to Rick Russell, 
at myrtos@comcast.net. 
 
Registration through Ultra Camp will begin 
December 6, 2021. Go to http://pilgrim-firs.org/ 
The planning committee has been wrestling with 
how to make the retreat as safe as possible. We 
cannot guarantee a risk-free retreat, but we will 
provide guidelines and ask that: 
All participants be vaccinated and if eligible, have a 
booster. Everyone is masked except when eating, 

which may be outside in a covered area with patio 
heaters. No more than two to a room and, if 
possible, share a room with someone from your 
bubble. Singing is a major part of our retreat, but it 
is not certain if we'll be able to sing as a group. 
There will definitely be music, and if nothing else, 
humming along. There is always next year, so 
please don’t attend if you are uncomfortable with 
the risk. Unfortunately, Pilgrim Firs has poor Wi-Fi 
connectivity so we are not able to offer a remote 
video option. Of course, our retreat must comply 
with state, local and conference center guidelines. 
If the past is any indication, those will change 
between now and the retreat. We'll send out 
periodic updates as the date draws near. We hope 
for safe travels and look forward to a fun and 
meaningful retreat. 
The Conference Men's Retreat Planning 
Committee: Charlie Torres, Don Jenkins, Hans 
Dankers, Jim Gaudino, Larry Kiriluk, Paul 
Withington and Rick Russell 
 

 

LAMENT WITH 
EARTH 

The BTS Center has 
teamed up with The 
Many, an 
extraordinary group of 
songwriters, spoken 
word artists and 
liturgists to create 
Lament with Earth — 
five seasonal events which will include original music, 
poetry, rituals, images, scripture, and videos to reflect 
different seasons of loss through the liturgical year. 
These events will be interactive, inviting you to pray and 
sing along. The first one is on Thursday December 9, 
4:30-5:30pm PT. Click here to read more and to register. 

mailto:myrtos@comcast.net
http://pilgrim-firs.org/
https://thebtscenter.org/lament-with-earth/


Want justice? 
As Christians we are called on 

to stand up for compassion 

and in opposition to injustice. 

But it can be difficult to know 

how and where to get started 

and be effective. The Jubilee 

program exists to inform, equip, and inspire people 

to act for social justice. The 6-month virtual program 

is for adults who want to increase their 

understanding of social justice, deepen their faith, 

and gain the skills and confidence to take meaningful 

action while building relationships of support with a 

community of their peers. 

Accepting applications now for our program starting 

in January. 

www.justiceleadership.org 

info@justiceleadership.com 

Facebook/Instagram: Justice Leadership Program 
 

Hi-Liners 
Winter Show 
“High School 
Musical Jr.” 

Tickets will go on sale 
soon and shows start on 
January 1st. Our own Ian 
Thomas will be 
performing in the show! 
 

Troy, Gabriella and the students of East High must 
deal with issues of love, friends and family while 
balancing their classes and extra-curricular 
activities. The show’s infectious, danceable songs 
are sure to engage performers and audiences alike. 

 

 
 

UCC Daily Devotional by Matt Laney 
Surely, this commandment is not too far away. It is 
not in heaven; neither is it beyond the sea. No, the 
word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in 
your heart for you to observe. – Deuteronomy 
30:11-14 (NRSV, abridged) 

I am very nearsighted. Without corrective 
eyewear, it is unsafe and potentially life-

threatening for me to leave the house. I can’t 
recognize much of anything (or anyone) beyond 
three feet, and reading means literally putting my 
nose in the book. 

My only comfort is that God is extremely near-
sighted too. 

Nearness isn’t a uniquely Christian idea, but it is 
distinctively Christian. The primary thrust of the 
gospel is Emmanuel, God with us, God getting 
close, God not only putting her nose into human 
life, but God expressed in a full human body. 

Some might see the act of divine nearness as an 
act, God deliberately and temporarily descending 
a faraway, heavenly throne to look in on the 
earthlings, like a royal donning the clothes of a 
pauper to see how common folk are faring. These 
visions of paternalism, bordering on slum 
voyeurism, do not square with my sense of God as 
radically immanent and innate in addition to 
transcendent. 

Perhaps the biggest mistake we make in the 
spiritual journey is to assume that God is 
somewhere else, something else or someone 
else. There is no “else” to God. God’s nearness is 
fundamental and immutable. God doesn’t move. 

A near-sighted God is the One we need and the 
One we receive; a God who has a face and gets in 
ours, close enough to see every freckle, pore, 
wrinkle, and tear at the atomic level. This God is 
nearer still, present in our flesh, inviting us to draw 
near, look closely and love fully. 

Prayer: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, God near 
us, with us and in us.

http://www.justiceleadership.org/
mailto:info@justiceleadership.com
https://www.ucc.org/byline/matt-laney/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Birthdays 
Kirsten Pangelinan 12/18 

Michael McPherson 12/27 
Jill Tiffany 12/29 

Cathy Barton 12/30 
 

December Anniversaries 
Mark Buckley and Steve Kuntz 12/9 

Barbara and Jim Gregg 12/21 

 
If you don’t see your December 

birthday or anniversary on this list 
and would like to be included, 

please let Kirsten know at 
kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770. 

mailto:kirsten@npucc.org

