
 
Normandy Park United Church of Christ 

January 22, 2023 
“Let Your Heart Take Courage” from Psalm 27:14 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

PRELUDE ~ “Clair de Lune” from Suite Bergamasque by Claude Debussy 
 

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

WORDS OF GATHERING ~ inspired by Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

Our ever-present God dwells in the sanctuary and in homes, 
In public spaces, in nature, and in our interior lives. 
Behold the greatness of the Holy One in the expansiveness of these 
sacred spaces. 
We seek God’s face on Sunday mornings and evenings… 
And throughout the week. 
Let us live in the presence of the Holy One all the days of our lives. 
We call out for God’s grace, strength, and guidance. 
Seek the face of the Holy One. 
Recognize God’s greatness. 
 

SONG ~ “Enter Rejoice and Come In” 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC ~ “Get On Board, Little Children” by Larry Shackley 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

~ Youth are invited to go to Sunday School ~ 
 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
Sustaining and Sovereign God, 
How often do we turn toward ourselves or others 
For validation, salvation, and deliverance 
Rather than seek your wisdom, will, and way? 

How often have we sought our own measure of greatness 
Apart from the realm of your kin-dom? 

How long have you waited for us to seek you? 

Forgive us, O God, and call us back to your presence, plan, and purpose. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

The One who creates us in the divine image knows how tempted we may 
be to consider ourselves more highly than we ought or more lowly than 
we should. The One who knows us continually reaches toward us with 
the promise of grace and the hope of mercy, faithfulness, and love. 
Receive God’s forgiveness and restorative embrace. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

SONG ~ “Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 

 
 

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY 
Psalm 27:1; 4-9; 14 (NRSVUE) 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
    whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
One thing I asked of the LORD; 
    this I seek: 
to live in the house of the LORD 
    all the days of my life, 
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to behold the beauty of the LORD, 
    and to inquire in his temple. 
For he will hide me in his shelter 
    in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
    he will set me high on a rock. 
Now my head is lifted up 
    above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in his tent 
    sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
    be gracious to me and answer me! 
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” 
    Your face, LORD, do I seek. 
    Do not hide your face from me. 
Do not turn your servant away in anger, 
    you who have been my help. 
Do not cast me off; do not forsake me, 
    O God of my salvation! 
Wait for the LORD; 
    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
    wait for the LORD! 
 

Matthew 4:12-23 (NRSVUE) 
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in 
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
    on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 
the people who sat in darkness 
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    have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
    light has dawned.” 
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 
 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishers. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went 
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and 
followed him. 
 

Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people. 
 

REFLECTION 
 

SONG ~ “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 
(verse 1 in Spanish, verses 1-2 in English) 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

• Bill, Judy’s friend 

• Gloria J. 

• Ida and Jason, Nancy S.’s 
sister and nephew 

• Jane A. 

• Jon C. 

• Judy H., Nancy B.’s friend 

• Lee W. 

• Mack V. 

• Marilyn, Mack’s friend 

• The family of Matt, Susan’s 
friend 
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• Megan 

• Michael, Sue B.’s friend 

• Patty, Judy J.’s cousin 

• Sue B. 

• Terry and Tom, Wenden and 
Bob’s friends 

• The Vaughan family 

• Vic, Nancy A.’s friend 

• Yoko S. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

AMEN (x5) 
 

SHARING OUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
We thank you, Lord 

For all your gifts of love, oh Lord, 
For food, for friends, 
For life in your beautiful world. 
 

BLESSING 
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SONG ~ “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 
Director of Music: Kevin Peterson 
Deacon of the Month: Connie C. 
Lay Leader: Lynn Z. 

 
Greeter: Connie C. 
Ushers: Mark H. and Gaddy P. 
Flowers: Lynn Z. 
Sunday School Teachers: Jill T. and Cathy B. 
Coffee Hour: Dorine S. 
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Worship credits: 

Reflection © 2023 Rev. Amy Hitchens. 

“Recognize Greatness: Service Prayers for the Third Sunday after Epiphany” was written by 
Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology, United Church of Christ, and 
adapted by Rev. Amy Hitchens. © 2022 Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 
1300 E 9th Street, Suite 1100, Cleveland, OH 44114. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt 
this material for use in services of worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition, 
copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

“Enter, Rejoice, and Come In” by Louise Ruspini. © 1992 Louise Ruspini and 1993 The New 
Century Hymnal. 

“Get On Board, Little Children” by Larry Shackley. © 2004 Hope Publishing Company. 

“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” by Cesáreo Gabaráin. © 1979, 1987 by Cesáreo 
Gabaráin. Published by OCP. 

“We thank you, Lord” by John Ferguson. © 2010 John Ferguson. Used by permission. 

“Go, My Children, With My Blessing” by Jaroslav Vajda. © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. 
Arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams. 

For songs above, permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service 
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-731132. All rights reserved. 

Any songs not listed above are in the public domain. 

Unsplash.com free photos by Mateus Campos Felipe, Michael Fenton, Debby Hudson, Les 
Argonautes, Tyler Nix. 
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