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In the words of Thomas Berry
“May we all learn to live graciously together on this unique, beautiful
blue planet.”

Dear Siblings in Christ,

If you have been on our church grounds recently, you will notice the
abundance of spring azalea. You will notice the beautiful labyrinth
ready for walking meditation. You will maybe even notice a rabbit
nibbling on green grass and if you are here on a weekday, you might
hear the shouts and holler of preschoolers. Friends, it is spring! Christ
is still risen and in this month of the church calendar year, we
celebrate Christ’s ascension (May 14) and then Pentecost (May 24)
which celebrates the Holy Spirit and the birth of the early church. We
close out May with Trinity Sunday on May 31. | love Trinity Sunday
and wrestling with Trinitarian Theology—so if that’s your jam—be
sure to be in church that Sunday.

This month, we will also be walking in the CROP WALK on May 3, and
we will host another community meal on May 26. We will have an
opportunity to work in the food bank again and also collect items for
the essentials closet adjacent to the Des Moines Area Food Bank.
Some of the women of the church will be heading out to Pilgrim Firs
for a few days in nature too. And let’s not forget our contemplative
study of the enneagram on May 27 and Shannon guiding us through
another letter of Paul’s in Bible and Brews this month.

On May 17, you will all hear a special message from Rev. Amy
Johnson, Minister of Sexuality Education and Justice. If you have ever
wanted to learn the curriculum, Our Whole Lives, or wonder what
that’s all about, Rev. Amy J. is your person to talk to about it. Itisa
spirituality and sexuality educational module for every age, not just
pre-teens and teenagers.

Looking at these offerings, | would say we are still a church that loves
to feed people. We are still a church that is interested in learning and
practicing our spirituality. | would say that we are a church that likes

to hang out with each other and new people too. We like to have fun!
(Enter slot cars, where everyone can be 12 again for just a little while)
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If you have never been to the community meal—it is a great night of music (thank you to John and
Beth who front the oldies band!) food, and community.

As our systems and institutions continue to be challenged from within and without, let us hold fast
that the small and mighty churches are still doing their part to build community and support local
organizations who make it their life’s work to feed the hungry and offer aid to the refugee. We shall
persevere!

Grace and Peace to you,
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ONLINE: invitations/directions for accessing these events will be shared via email
e Sunday Worship Services: 10 am
e Bibles & Brews: Fridays, May 15 & 29, 7 pm
e Church Council meeting: Tuesday, May 12, 7 pm

IN-PERSON:
e Sunday Worship Services: 10 am, Sanctuary
e Worship Committee Meeting: Sunday, May 3, after worship
e Lunch Bunch: Wednesday, May 6, 11:30 am, Rose Pho
e Parish Care Committee Meeting: Wednesday, May 13, 1 pm
e Des Moines Area Food Bank Volunteering: Wednesday, May 13, 6:15 pm
e Mission Mile: Friday, May 15, 5 - 10 pm, Fellowship Hall
e Guest Preacher - Rev. Amy Johnson: Sunday, May 17
e Pentecost Sunday: May 24
e Community Meal: Tuesday, May 26
e Enneagram: Wednesday, May 27, 1 pm, Fireside Room
e Worship Committee Meeting: Sunday, May 31, after worship

SAVE THE DATES:
e Burien Pride: Saturday, June 6, 11 am —8 pm

We encourage you to wear a mask if you have a cold or cough. If you have symptoms or do not feel
well, please stay home and join us on Zoom. Masks are available at church if needed. Thank You!

CHIP DROP - UPPER PARKING LOT Please do not park in the southwest corner of
the upper parking lot near where you see the
white bucket with the “CHIP DROP HERE”
signage.

The Giving Garden is having a truck load of
wood chips from Chip Drop delivered at an
unknown time and day.




LUNCH BUNCH - WEDNESDAY, MAY 6

Madeleine will be hosting this month’s Lunch
Bunch at Rose Pho at 11:30 am.

Sign up on the sheet on the kiosk in the
narthex to host our June luncheon.

BIBLE & BREWS —
FRIDAYS, MAY 15 & 29

Via Zoom only we will be
meeting up to read and
discuss Paul’s Letter to
Philemon.

MISSION MILE -
Y FRIDAY, MAY 15

& Come and join Bob in
racing slot cars in the
Fellowship Hall from 5 —
10 pm. Fun is had by all!
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ENNEAGRAM - WEDNESDAY, MAY 27

Our study of the
enneagram and
contemplation will
continue at 1 pm in
the Fireside Room.

Your homework
assignment for this M
meet up is to read

Chapters 2 and 3

Letting Go, Finding You: Uncover Your Truest
Self through the Enneagram and
Contemplation by Hunter Mobley.

EUROPEAN CHAFER

The European chafer has become a significant
pest of lawns in King County. The best method
for dealing with the European chafer is to
maintain a healthy lawn and/or lawn
alternatives. Lawn alternatives which are not
generally susceptible to this pest are beetle
resistant grass blends that include micro
clover, yarrow and others. Lawns well-watered
during European chafer egg-laying periods
(June-July) are less likely to be seriously
damaged by this pest. Though crows and other
animals feeding on the grubs results in turf
damage, they do reduce the population which

SUMMER.
Kdviass,

“The United Church of Christ is partnering with
Values in Action on its national initiative United
States of Kindness, an amplification of its work
and mission in Cleveland for over 30 years,”
The Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson, General
Minister and President/CEO of the UCC said.



“This effort promotes kindness as an essential
value, one which is rooted in the Christian faith
as love of neighbor. When asked what the
greatest commandment was, Jesus said the
greatest commandment is to love God and the
second is to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Kindness is love in action.”

Pastor Amy has hereby decreed Summer 2026
as the summer of kindness. Stay tuned!

~THE GIVING GARDEN"~™

We have built and installed our new raised
beds. A blueberry bush has been planted, and
we transplanted the strawberries that
wintered over. Snow peas, regular peas,
lettuce, radishes, carrots, spinach, and kale - all
cool weather crops - have been planted from
seed. Everything is being watered by a soaker
hose that is on a timer. Part of our grant paid
for tools that we are storing in the shed right
next to the garden. If you’d like to be put on
our volunteer list, please contact Lynn.
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DES MOINES / HIGHLINE CROP HUNGER WALK
— SUNDAY, MAY 3

On Sunday May 3, the
NPUCC team will walk in
the 2026 Des Moines/
Highline CROP Hunger
Walk to support CWS and
help families who are
struggling with hunger.

We will start from the

courtyard at the Des Moines United
Methodist Church at 1:15 pm and walk
through the streets of downtown and the
marina.

25% of what we raise goes toward the Des
Moines Area Food Bank.

The NPUCC team webpage is ready! You can
join our team or donate or both:
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/tea
m/normandy-park-ucc

Or use thIS QR 03 30°°0 o2 eee of
code: LJ SR U

You can also donate
to our team with a
check written to
CWS (or donating to
NPUCC by PayPal,
BillPayer, Zelle, or
Venmo) and notating CWS.

A DONATION AMOUNT OF

$50 = Two Months of Food

$88 = Twenty Chickens

$125 = One goat

$152 = An Acre of Sweet Potatoes
$450 = Home Gardening

If you have any questions, ask Alice or Lynn.



HELICOPTERS DROP 6,000 LOGS INTO
NORTHWEST RIVERS TO UNDO A BIG
ECOLOGICAL MISTAKE

Rivers across the Pacific Northwest are missing
something critical to how they function, and
it's not water. It’s wood. Fallen trees, root
wads, whole logjams. A healthy river in this
part of the country was never supposed to be a
neat, fast-flowing channel. It was a tangle of
downed timber, braided side channels, and
seasonal floods that spread water across the
surrounding land and soaked it like a sponge.

So how do you get 6,000 logs into these
streams? Many of these waterways run
through roadless terrain where old logging
roads washed out decades ago. The logs travel
by air. 4 at a time (see picture). Click HERE to
read full article.

DES MOINES AREA FOOD BANK
VOLUNTEERING WEDNESDAY MAY 13

You are |nV|ted to vqunteer at the food bank
located in the downstairs of the Des Moines
United Methodist Church on Wednesday, May
13 at 6:15 pm.

2026 PACIFIC NORTHWEST CONFERENCE

CAMPS FOR ALL AGES
REGISTER TODAY
x
é'o A PILGRIM FIRS =| P ?ID-SE,, -
oy You & Me Camp | July 58 You & Me Camp | July 19-22
grades 1-4 with an adult grades 1-4* with an adult
Kids Camp | July 5-8 Kids Camp | July 22-25
REGISTER AT PILGRIM-FIRS.0RE Intermediate Camp | July 12-18
Junior High Camp | July 12-18
CAMP IS A PLACE Senior High Camp | July 1
T0 LAUGH, Family Camp | July 26-Aug 1
SING, PLAY, Camp Together | August 2-8
AND PRAY TOGETHER! Women's Retreat | May 15-17
< REGISTER AT

i N-SID-SEN.ORG @@ Al

We can’t wait to
see you there!

See Lynn to apply for a S50 scholarship for our
NPUCC campers.

UCC: EARTH

New Creation Justice Churche: SUMMIT -
spus SATURDAY,
e et APRIL 25

NPUCC was

recognized as a
new Creation
Justice Church.

What an uplifting Earth Summit! Below you will
find links to YouTube videos.

Summit Videos

The Entire Earth Summit

The Keynote Address
The Panel

The Art Contest Ceremony

The Slide Show of Art Contest Finalists




Join us for worship
Sunday, May 24 to

PENECOST SUNDAY - MAY 24
celebrate the birthday
of the church.
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Wear RED and bring a %

treat to share during ECOST =
coffee hour for this . E“_?r,
special celebration.

COMMUNITY MEAL - TUESDAY, MAY 26

Join others in
fellowship at our bi-
monthly Community
Meal sponsored by
our Parish Care and
Outreach Committee
served from 4:30 —
5:30 pm in our Fellowship Hall. Come ready to
enjoy cabbage rolls and listen to the oldies.

SUMMER OF KINDNESS BOOK READ

Feel like reading fiction during this Summer of
Kindness? Join Jen W and read The Incredible
Kindness of Paper, by
Evelyn Skye. This is a
beautiful story that will
leave you feeling good
about the world. The
book contains themes
of magical realism in
the form of origami
roses. There are
second chances, some
romance, long lost j
connections, finding purpose and, of course,
the power of kindness to change lives and
change the world. We will have brown-bag

EVELYN SKYE

lunches during June and July every other week.

Dates to follow! Questions? Ask Jen W.

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR H

SEARCH COMMITTEE LISTENING SESSIONS
Hello Seattle-area UCCs!

My name is Tyler - I'm a member of the
Conference Minister Search Committee for the
PNCUCC. | am reaching out to you because we
are in an information-gathering phase of our
search process, which will help us write a
Conference Profile. We are setting up listening
sessions around the Conference so that we can
hear from our members and friends regarding
their interests, ideas, concerns, and priorities
for the PNCUCC mission and ministry for which
we are seeking a leader.

For that reason, we are offering to all churches
the opportunity to schedule their own virtual
'listening session' with us. We have nine
guestions prepared, and we can make those
available in advance for anyone that wishes.
These sessions would be facilitated by a
member of the Search Committee and would
last 6-90 minutes.

The following dates are available to the entire
conference, and have been sent out via the
PNCUCC Weekly e-News:

Saturday, May 16th at 10am
Thursday, June 11th at 7pm

If you are interested in attending a virtual
listening session, please register here.



BURIEN PRIDE’S DJs, a beer garden, and 100+ vendors, this is

10-YEAR more than an event—it’s a statement about
CELEBRATION who we are as a community: welcoming,
From a high- inclusive, and proud.
energy kickoff NPUCC is again sponsoring a booth and your
on Friday night help is needed. If you haven’t already, see
to a full day Nancy A to sign up to volunteer shifts that run
Pride Festival on Saturday featuring live music, from 11 am to 8 pm on Saturday, June 6.
Mack Van Wyk
Belinda Allender 5/16
Megan Sheppard 5/21
Madison Forhan 5/22
Joan Andresen 5/23
Siobhan VanBergh 5/23
Janet Watkins 5/25
Dawn Elwell 5/26

Jill Erickson-Keeney 5/29
Luka Pangelinan 5/30

If you don’t see your May birthday or anniversary
on this list and would like to be included,
please contact the church office at
office@npucc.org or 206-824-1770




