Normandy Park United Church of Christ
Transgender Day of Remembrance
November 20, 2022
Bolded text is read and sung in unison
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We at Normandy Park UCC acknowledge that
We are on the unceded ancestral lands of the Duwamish people.
A people that are still here,
Continuing to honor and bring to light their ancient heritage.
WORDS OF GATHERING
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
We gather to celebrate another day that God has kept us.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change.
We gather to bear witness to all that God has done for us.
Come, behold the works of God!
We gather to worship our God who loves and protects us.
SONG ~ “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing”
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OPENING PRAYER
INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT
~ Youth are invited to go to Sunday School ~
PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION
It’s so easy for us to get caught up in our human-made divisions.
Whether survival instincts or capitalistic drive,
We separate ourselves from those
Who don’t look, think, or act like us.
We unintentionally allow our differences
To stain the beauty of your diversity.
Our many different households, family structures, belief systems,
And various identities become tools of divisiveness
Rather than gifts of the divine.
Forgive us by your grace.
Open our eyes to see the things our blindness has allowed.
Teach us new ways of being.
Move our hands and feet into new ways of doing.
~ Moment of silent reflection ~
WORDS OF GRACE
Even when we cling to the things that unnecessarily separate us, God
unscatters us. No matter who we are or what has brought us to this very
moment, God chooses to love us back to wholeness, individually and
communally. Hallelujah and amen!
SONG ~ “My Shepherd Is the Living God”
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY
Colossians 1:9-18 (MSG)
Be assured that from the first day we heard of you, we haven’t stopped
praying for you, asking God to give you wise minds and spirits attuned to
his will, and so acquire a thorough understanding of the ways in which
God works. We pray that you’ll live well for the Master, making him
proud of you as you work hard in his orchard. As you learn more and
more how God works, you will learn how to do your work. We pray that
you’ll have the strength to stick it out over the long haul—not the grim
strength of gritting your teeth but the glory-strength God gives. It is
strength that endures the unendurable and spills over into joy, thanking
the Father who makes us strong enough to take part in everything bright
and beautiful that he has for us.
God rescued us from dead-end alleys and dark dungeons. He’s set us up
in the kingdom of the Son he loves so much, the Son who got us out of
the pit we were in, got rid of the sins we were doomed to keep repeating.
We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this
Son and see God’s original purpose in everything created. For everything,
absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible, rank after
rank after rank of angels—everything got started in him and finds its
purpose in him. He was there before any of it came into existence and
holds it all together right up to this moment. And when it comes to the
church, he organizes and holds it together, like a head does a body.
He was supreme in the beginning and—leading the resurrection parade—
he is supreme in the end. From beginning to end he’s there, towering far
above everything, everyone. So spacious is he, so expansive, that
everything of God finds its proper place in him without crowding. Not
only that, but all the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe—
people and things, animals and atoms—get properly fixed and fit
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together in vibrant harmonies, all because of his death, his blood that
poured down from the cross.
Jeremiah 23:1-6 (MSG)
Doom to the shepherd-leaders who butcher and scatter my sheep!”
GOD’s Decree. “So here is what I, GOD, Israel’s God, say to the shepherdleaders who misled my people: ‘You’ve scattered my sheep. You’ve
driven them off. You haven’t kept your eye on them. Well, let me tell you,
I’m keeping my eye on you, keeping track of your criminal behavior. I’ll
take over and gather what’s left of my sheep, gather them in from all the
lands where I’ve driven them. I’ll bring them back where they belong, and
they’ll recover and flourish. I’ll set shepherd-leaders over them who will
take good care of them. They won’t live in fear or panic anymore. All the
lost sheep rounded up!’ GOD’s Decree.
“Time’s coming”—GOD’s Decree—
“when I’ll establish a truly righteous David-Branch,
A ruler who knows how to rule justly.
He’ll make sure of justice and keep people united.
In his time Judah will be secure again
and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name they’ll give him:
‘GOD-Who-Puts-Everything-Right.’
MESSAGE ~ “What name will they give him?” ~ Rev. Dr. Cameron Sharp
SONG ~ “Crown with Your Richest Crowns” (verses 1, 3, and 5)
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
• Amanda, Steve and Mark’s
friend
• Bill, Judy’s friend
• Ida and Jason, Nancy S.’s
sister and nephew
• Jon C.
• Judy H., Nancy B.’s friend
• Judy J. and family
• Mack V.
• Marilyn, Mack’s friend
• Megan

• Michael, Sue B.’s friend
• Terry, Wenden and Bob’s
friend
• Tom, Wenden and Bob’s
friend
• The Vaughan family
• Vic, Nancy A.’s friend
• Yoko S.
• Yoshida-Williams family,
Wenden and Bob’s friends

PASTORAL PRAYER
NATIVE AMERICAN PRAYER
Oh Great Spirit whose voice in the winds I hear,
And whose breath gives life to all the worldHear me.
Before you I come
One of your many children.
I am small and weak.
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Your strength and wisdom I need.
Let me walk in beauty and make my eyes ever behold the sunset.
Make my heart respect all You have made,
And my ears sharp to hear Your voice.
Make me wise that I may know all You have taught my people,
The lessons You have hidden in every rock.
I seek strength, not to be superior to my brother,
But to fight my greatest enemy – myself.
Make me ready to stand before You with clean and straight eyes,
So when life fades as the fading sunset,
May my spirit stand before You without shame.
AMEN (x5)

SHARING OUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE

GOD’S BLESSING
SONG ~ “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
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POSTLUDE
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens
Ministers: Every One of Us
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Cameron Sharp
Director of Music: Kevin Peterson
Guest Musician: Brooke Richey
Deacon of the Month: Nancy K.
Lay Leader: Nancy K.
Flowers: Azure A. and Madeleine W./Harvest Table
Usher: Connie C.
Greeters: Kirsten and Luka P.
Sunday School Teachers: Lynn Z. and Cathy L.
Coffee Hour: Dorine S.
Special Sundays and guest preachers coming up (subject to change):
Date
Preacher
Organization Theme
Notes
November 27 Rev. Amy Hitchens NPUCC
First Day of Advent
Advent
Workshop
following
Worship in
Fellowship Hall
December 4 Steve Kuntz
NPUCC
Second Day of
Advent, World AIDS
Sunday, and
Communion
December 18 Rev. Amy Hitchens NPUCC
Fourth Sunday of
Advent and
Christmas Pageant
Worship Credits:
Reflection © 2022 Rev. Dr. Cameron Sharp.
“Gathered: Service Prayers for the Reign of Christ Sunday” was written by The Rev. Phiwa
Langeni and adapted by Rev. Dr. Cameron Sharp and Kevin Peterson. © 2022 Faith INFO
Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 1300 E 9th Street, Suite 1100, Cleveland, OH 44114.
Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church
education. All publishing rights reserved.
Opening prayer by W. L. Wallace, from Courage to Love: Liturgies for the LGBT Community. ©
2002 The Pilgrim Press.
Native American Prayer by Mitakuye Oyasin.
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Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from THE MESSAGE, copyright (c) 1993, 2002,
2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of NavPress, represented by Tyndale House
Publishers. All rights reserved."
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” by Omer Westendorf. © 1964 World Library Publications. “The
Rice of Life” by I-to-Loh and J. Andrew Fowler. © 1990 Christian Conference of Asia.
For songs above, permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-731132. All rights reserved.
“We Are An Offering” by Dwight Liles. © 1984 Curb Word Music (administered by WC Music
Corp.). Reprinted and broadcast with permission under CCLI license #3393548.
Any songs not listed above are in the public domain.
Unsplash.com free photos by Dakota Corbin, Dave Hoefler, Kevin Mueller.
Photos © 2022 Normandy Park United Church of Christ.
This presentation © 2022 Normandy Park United Church of Christ. All rights reserved.
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