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Normandy Park United Church of Christ 

 
September 25, 2022 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

WORDS OF GATHERING 
God is good: God’s love endures forever. 
Sun and moon, you stars of the southern and northern skies: 
We give to our God thanks and praise. 
Sunrise and sunset, night and day: 
We give to our God thanks and praise. 
Mountains and valleys, grassland and scree, 
Glacier, avalanche, mist and snow: 
We give to our God thanks and praise. 
Western Red Cedar and Ponderosa pine, Oregon grape 
And Rhododendron, mosses and ferns, garden mint, 
Proud sunflowers, saguaro cactus and aloe: 
We give to our God thanks and praise. 
Dolphins and orcas, sea lion and crab, coral, 
Anemone, sea stars and shrimp: 
We give to our God thanks and praise. 
Rabbits and cattle, moths and dogs, 
Eagles and sparrows and chickadees and hawks, 
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Elephant, lions, rhinos, and giraffes, ostrich, 
Sheep, cattle, scorpion and dung beetle: 
We give to our God thanks and praise. 
Women and men, non-binary and gender fluid, 
Elders and children, diverse cultures of this land: 
Technicians and teachers, cleaners, and clerks, 
Students and jobseekers, veterinarians and marine biologists, 
All who care, who love and who pray, 
Who laugh and learn, who rest and who play. 
We give to You O God our thanks and praise. 
 

SONG ~ “Stars and Planets Flung in Orbit” 



3 
 

 



4 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM ~ "All Things Bright and Beautiful" by Julie Knowles 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT ~ Blessing of the Animals October 4th 
 

LORD’S PRAYER ~ from the Anglican New Zealand Prayer Book 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your beloved community of peace and freedom 
Sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

~ Youth are invited to go to Sunday School ~ 
 

LITANY OF LAMENT AND REPENTANCE 

God of our vibrant world, You have given humans 
The responsibility to care for each other. 
Indigenous people have historical, spiritual, 
And personal ties to these lands on which we inhabit. 
But many of us have failed to recognize the presence of God 
In these traditions, and their voices have been silenced. 
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We are thankful to Indigenous Nations for their continuing care 
And presence on the Earth. 
We all value the resilience and strength 
Shown through the generations and today. 
We turn to the Spirit who dismantles borders 
And celebrates life-giving community. 
Help us make a place where everyone is welcome 
And we acknowledge your grace at work in the ways of one another. 
Together, may we learn the spiritual richness 
Of our relationships in the web of life. 
O God of the whole of creation, 
You have created land and trees, animals 
And all living creatures on the earth. 
We are destroying the forests through poisons and logging, 
The voices of the birds, insects and forest dwellers are silenced. 
You created the wonders of the ocean, 
The fish, shells, reefs, whales, waves, corals. 
The oceans are warming and as they drown in plastic, 
Their voices are being stilled.  
We turn to you in sorrow and repentance. 
Please help us to care for the oceans, the land and the forest, 
And to recognize that it is your blessing for us. 
Creation is speaking to us, 
But their voices have been silenced by the roar of our greed. 
Mothering Earth, our Sister, you sustain and govern us. 
We have silenced the voices of your people, 
Especially the voices of women – 
Protectors of the Earth who have been killed by land grabbers, 
Mining companies and oil companies. 
Many are the voices of our sisters 
Who have been silenced by flooding, hurricanes and drought 
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As the earth’s warming brings destruction. 
May we listen to the voices of our mothers and sisters 
And learn to treasure and protect the web of life. 
We turn to you in sorrow and repentance. 
Please, Creator God , forgive us for the human activities 
Which have overpowered the weather 
And caused destruction of our environment. 
 

A CALL TO ACTION AND A CALL TO LOVE 

Dear Siblings in Christ, when we lament, when we repent, God hears us. 
God calls us forth to act and to love, in the name of all that is good in 
Creation. 
 

SONG ~ “God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale” 



7 
 

 



8 
 

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY 
Psalm 100 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
    Serve the LORD with gladness; 
    come into his presence with singing. 
Know that the LORD is God. 
    It is he who made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
    and his courts with praise. 
    Give thanks to him; bless his name. 
For the LORD is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever 
    and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 

Micah 6:6-8 
“With what shall I come before the LORD 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
    and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

“Canticle of Brother Sun, Sister Moon” by St. Francis of Assisi 
Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord, 
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All praise is Yours, all glory, all honor and all blessings. 
To you alone, Most High, do they belong, 
And no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your Name. 
Praised be You my Lord with all Your creatures, 
Especially Sir Brother Sun, 
Who is the day through whom You give us light. 
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor, 
Of You Most High, he bears the likeness. 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars, 
In the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair. 
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, 
And fair and stormy, all weather's moods, 
By which You cherish all that You have made. 
Praised be You my Lord through Sister Water, 
So useful, humble, precious and pure. 
Praised be You my Lord through Brother Fire, 
Through whom You light the night 
And he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong. 
Praised be You my Lord through our Sister, Mother Earth 
Who sustains and governs us, 
Producing varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 
Praise be You my Lord through those who grant pardon 
For love of You and bear sickness and trial. 
Blessed are those who endure in peace, 
By You Most High, they will be crowned. 
Praised be You, my Lord through Sister Death, 
From whom no-one living can escape. 
Woe to those who die in mortal sin! 
Blessed are they She finds doing Your Will. 
No second death can do them harm. 
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Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks, 
And serve Him with great humility. 
 

SERMON ~ “Becoming a Creation Justice Centered Church” 
 

SONG ~ “This is My Father’s World” 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
• Amanda, Steve and Mark’s 

friend 

• Bill, Judy’s friend 

• The Brewer family 

• The Clark/McPherson family 

• David and Jeanne, Kirsten’s 
father and stepmother 

• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s 
mother and stepfather 

• Ida and Jason, Nancy S.’s sister 
and nephew 

• Jon C. 

• Judy H., Nancy B.’s friend 

• Marilyn, Mack’s friend 

• Megan 

• Michael, Sue B.’s friend 

• Stacie L. and family 

• The Vaughan family 

• Vic, Nancy A.’s friend 

• Yoko S. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

AMEN x5 

TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
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BLESSING 
 

SONG ~ “What Does the Lord Require of You?” 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music: Kevin Peterson 
Deacon of the Month: Connie C. 

Lay Leader: Brian R. 
Greeter: Cathy B. 
Flowers: Cathy B. 

Tech Support: Vicki N. 
Sunday School Teacher and Helper: Susan S. and Alice M. 

Coffee Hour: Lee W.



 

Special Sundays and guest preachers coming up (subject to change): 
Date Preacher Organization Theme Notes 

October 2 Rev. Amy Hitchens NPUCC World 
Communion 
Sunday 

We’ll be moving 
Rummage Sale 
items from storage 
to FH following 
Worship 

October 23 Sheenah Randolph Hospitality 
House 

Hospitality House  

October 30 Rev. Amy Hitchens NPUCC All Saints/All 
Souls 
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