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Normandy Park United Church of Christ 

 
Palm Sunday 
April 10, 2022 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF GATHERING 
It is holy to gather. 
It is holy to sing. 
It is holy to be generous, 
To throw our coats on the road. 
It is holy to celebrate justice when we see it. 
It is holy to shout, “Hosanna!” 
It is holy to remember. 
It is holy to gather. 
It is holy to sing. 
Here and now, 
Let us do all of these things. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

SONG ~ “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT ~ Making Palm Crosses with Lynn 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

~ Youth are excused to go to Sunday School ~ 
 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
The word ‘hosanna’ is often sung with joy and glee on this day. We 
process in, we wave palm branches, and it feels like a celebration. But the 
truth is, the word ‘hosanna’ actually means, “save us.” The people along 
that parade route so many years ago were crying out to Jesus for help, 
because they knew—this world is not as it should be. There is still too 
much hurt here. They were crying, “Save us!” In the prayer of confession, 
we have our own hosanna moment, because we cry out to God, 
admitting the ways in which we have fallen short, and we ask for God’s 
saving hand. So friends, let us pray together, for there is still too much 
hurt here. 
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PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
God of street parades and hosannas, 
We know that you are counting on us 
To speak out against oppression, 
To speak up for love and to speak hope to fear, 
But so often we are silent. 
We worry that we’ll say the wrong thing, 
So we don’t say anything at all. 
We worry that we will offend, 
So we keep our convictions to ourselves. 
We worry that we’ll speak up and won’t be heard, 
So we stay silent. 
And meanwhile, the parade marches on. 
Unravel our fears. Spark conviction in us. 
Give us the courage to yell, “Hosanna!” 
Gratefully we pray, Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Friends, even when we are silent, 

even when we are scared, 
even when we miss the moment, 
even when we choose to speak and say the wrong thing— 

We belong to God. 
There is nothing said or unsaid, 
Done or undone that can undo that, 
So rest in this good news, 
And please say it with me: 
We are forgiven. We are known. 
We belong to God, every day and always. Amen. 
 

SONG ~ “Mantos y Ramos (Filled with Excitement)” in English 
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY 
Luke 19:28-42 
After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he 
had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you 
untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent 
departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, 
its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, “The 
Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their 
cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept 
spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path 
down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples 
began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power 
that they had seen, saying, 
“Blessed is the king 
    who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, 
    and glory in the highest heaven!” 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your 
disciples to stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 
stones would shout out.” 

As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, “If you, even 
you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But 
now they are hidden from your eyes. 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
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    as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
    he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
    so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
    and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
 

SERMON ~ “Even the Stones Cry Out” 
 

SONG ~ “Pave the Way with Branches” 
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Additional verses: 

• Release for the captives… 

• Hope for the downtrod… 

• Land for the landless… 

• Debts are forgiven… 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS

• Amanda, Steve and Mark’s 
friend 

• Bill, Judy’s friend 

• Brock T. 

• Charlein, George, and Judi, 
Connie and Jeff’s friends 

• Christine S. and her brothers 

• Debbie, Dawn’s mother 

• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s 
mother and stepfather 

• Eileen A. 

• Ida, Jason, and Phyllis, Nancy 
S.’s sister, nephew, and 
sister-in-law 

• Jill E-K.’s father 

• Jon C. 

• Katie, Vicki’s friend 

• Kelly, C.B.’s sister 

• Michael, Sue B.’s friend 

• Paula, Nancy A.’s friend 

• The Vaughan family 

• Yoko S. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

AMEN x5 

TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
To God the creator triumphantly raise, 
Who fashioned and made us, protected, and stayed us, 
Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
We join now in voicing our love and rejoicing; 
With glad adoration a song let us raise 
'Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 
To God in the highest, hosanna and praise! 
 

BLESSING 
 

SONG ~ “Were You There?” (verses 1-3) 
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Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music: Kevin Peterson 
Lay Leader: Denene S. 
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