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THE TOWLINE 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Lent has arrived and with it our theme of “Seeking: 

honest questions for a deeper faith.” There’s a Lenten 

devotional and devotional cards for you to pick up and 

also a book study that started on Tuesday, February 28th. 

It will run for the next 5 Tuesdays—feel free to join us! 

I am most excited to share that this Sunday will be our 

first Sunday with Interim Music Director, DJ Wilson. DJ has worshiped with us before as part 

of the Spiritual Travelers (more on that in a minute) and DJ was also the Music Director for 

many years at Alki UCC when I was a member there. Please give DJ a warm welcome as she 

will be with us through all of Lent and into Easter. She is a composer, involved in musical 

theatre, and is one of the most creative people that I know. 

On March 12, the Spiritual Travelers will be joining us again to share the gospel story of the 

Woman at the Well. This is a worship service that will be best enjoyed in person—so if you 

can—join us! 

I will close with a prayer poem from A Sanctified Art. It can be found in the Lenten 

Devotional for the Second Week of Lent: 

How do we begin again? 

Do we slide into something new? 

Do we make a formal announcement? Dearest reader, 

I have decided to begin again. Do we turn gradually, a gentle yield 

in a new direction; or like a wave, 

do we crash onto the shore of a new day? 

Do we grieve the change? Are there breadcrumbs on the path? 

Will Nicodemus be there? 

Will it ever be easy? 

I’m not sure exactly how we begin again, 

but I know that moths wrap themselves in silk, 

and after quite some time, 

after many long nights, 

after days spent alone, 

they break out of their shell. 

They pull themselves out under open sky, 

and they spend the rest of their days chasing the light. 

Maybe it’s always that way with beginnings. 

Maybe it feels like the protective layer falling away. 

Maybe we have to go it alone at first. 

Maybe it feels like pulling and dragging yourself into something new. 

Maybe there’s always open sky at the other end. 

~ Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org ~ 

Grace and Peace, Pastor 

mailto:kirsten@npucc.org
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March Calendar of Events 
ONLINE: invitations/directions for accessing these  
events will be shared via email: 
 

• Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am 

• Bibles & Brews: Fridays, March 17 and 31, 7:00 pm both in-
person in the Church Library and on Zoom 

• Church Council meeting: Tuesday, March 14, 7:00 pm 
 

IN-PERSON: we strongly encourage wearing a mask and  
practicing reasonable physical distancing to keep vulnerable  
people safe: 
 

• Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am in Sanctuary 

• Sunday School: offered during Worship on all Sundays except 
Communion Sundays (usually the first Sunday of each month) 

• Worship Committee meeting: Sunday, March 5, 11:15 am in 
the Church Library 

• Lenten Book Study: Tuesdays, March 7, 14, 21 and 28, 1:00 pm 
in the Fireside Room 

• Parish Care Committee meeting: Wednesday, March 8, 1:30 
pm in the Fireside Room 

• Slot Car Racing: Fridays, March 10 and 31, 7:00 pm in 
Fellowship Hall 

• Spiritual Travelers: Sunday, March 12, 10:00 am in the 
Sanctuary 

• Grow It Forward: Sunday, March 12, time and location TBD 

• Bibles & Brews: Fridays, March 17 and 31, 7:00 pm both in-
person in the Church Library and on Zoom 

• Enneagram Study Group: Wednesday, March 29, 1:00 pm in 
the Fireside Room 
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LENTEN BOOK 
STUDY 

For this year’s Lenten 
book study, we are 
reading Original 
Blessing: Putting Sin in 
Its Rightful Place by 
Danielle Shroyer. We 
meet on Tuesdays in 
March at 1 pm in the 
Fireside Room through 

March 28th with the possibility of a final session 
on April 4th. Please note: we will NOT be having 
Wednesday Soup Suppers this year.  
 

 
 

Spiritual Travelers ~ March 12th 

The liturgical and musical arts group, the 

Spiritual Travelers will join us finally again on 

March 12th for Sunday worship. Pastor Amy 

will join their ensemble as they lead us 

through a worship experience. They were to 

join us in March of 2020...and well, we know 

how that went! This year they will present the 

gospel story of the Woman at the Well. This 

would be a great Sunday to attend in person! 
 

FELLOWSHIP TEAM 
Have you ever wondered 
how the celebrations, 
special gatherings or 
parties get planned at 
church? Well, you are not 
alone - a lot of us wonder 
how it all gets done! A big 
THANK YOU to those who 

have stepped forward to be sure we have 
fellowship time together as we emerge from the 

pandemic – you know who you are       ! We have 

not had an actual fellowship team that pulls things 
together and makes sure we have the cake or the 
donuts or the punch or the savory snacks for the 
occasion. If you are interested in being part of a 
team that comes together when there is a special 
event coming up, let Kirsten or Pastor Amy know. 
Some of our special days of the year are (and this 
is not an exhaustive list): Easter with Hot Cross 
Buns, Pentecost Sunday, Strawberry Brunch, 
Graduation Sunday, All-Church Picnic, possible 
future Breakfast Church worship, Christmas Cookie 
exchange, etc. This group would only come 
together to identify the special Sundays of the year 
and to make sure we are providing fellowship 
opportunities for one another with event planning. 

 

Grow it Forward Project 
NPUCC will be growing 100 
Douglas Fir seedlings for 2 
years as a partner in the Grow 
It Forward movement! These 
trees will eventually be used to 
restore forest habitats along 
rivers and creeks in the 
Northwest to aid salmon and 
orcas. 
 

Please join us on Sunday, 
March 12 (time and location 
TBD) to help pot the bareroot 
seedlings. We will provide all 
that is needed, but if you have 
a trowel and gloves, please 
bring them. It should take 
about 1-1/2 hours to pot the 
trees. 
 

If you want to know more 
about the history of this 
project, visit their website: 
www.growitfwd.org.  

Grow It Forward was 
begun by retired 
environmental 
engineer, gardener, 
and biologist Jim 
Wright in 2019. Jim 
worked for NOAA 
Fisheries doing 
habitat restoration and 
fish passage 
engineering work. 

http://www.growitfwd.org/
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Thank you to all who contributed to the Souper 

Bowl of Caring in February! The Des Moines Area 

Food Bank was the beneficiary of $970 in 

donations, 132 pounds of food, and more than 50 

paper bags from NPUCC. Your generosity makes a 

difference in the lives of our neighbors – thank you! 
 

Thank you also to everyone who contributed to 

Hospitality House during February, one of NPUCC’s 

special collection months. $550 in additional funds 

and multiple items on their wish list were donated. 

Join us for Hospitality House’s Spring Fling 2023, 

back in person at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 

Church! Event tickets ($50 per person) available 

to purchase soon (we’ll send more registration 

information in an upcoming Friday Food for 

Thought). Live and silent auction featuring trips, 

services, and unique experiences. Special 

musical performance by Keilah Paul & Chris 

Kunard. Delicious buffet dinner, wine and 

beverage bar. Satisfy your sweet tooth with the 

Dessert Dash. Heartfelt success stories shared 

by grateful graduates. Invite your friends and 

enjoy a memorable evening. 

 

Our own Stacie Latimer is featured in the 
upcoming play “Pipeline”, presented by Acts 
On Stage and running March 31-April 9. 
Dominique Morisseau’s hard-hitting drama 

takes a deep look into the American 
educational system for underprivileged 
students. Nya is an inner-city high school 
teacher whose son, Omari, is educated at a 
private boarding school. She is desperate to 
give him opportunities that her students will 
never see, and she is determined to fight for 
his future. When he gets into an altercation 
with a teacher, Nya and Omari are forced to 
deal with the reality of the pitfalls of a divided 
education system, the social prophecy that 
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surrounds them, Omari’s sense of righteous 
rage, and the uncomfortable tensions within 
their family dynamic. Nya wants to save her 
son, but first she must confront her own 
choices as a parent. The title of the play refers 
directly to the US ‘school-to-prison pipeline’, 
whereby underprivileged and disadvantaged 
students are funneled out of public education 
and into juvenile and criminal justice systems. 
Please note that there is adult language in the 
play so it isn’t suitable for younger and/or 
sensitive viewers. 
 

We are now having hybrid 
meet ups. Join us in person in 
the church library, or via Zoom, 
on Fridays March 17 and 31 at 
7 pm. Your resources are 
Conversations With Scripture: 

Revelation by Frederick Schmidt; your 
personal bible, and Faithful & True by Greg 
Carey handouts. If you haven’t joined us in the 
past, you are always welcome to drop in. 
 

ENNEAGRAM – THE JOURNEY 
TOWARD WHOLENESS 
We’ll next be meeting in 
person in the Fireside Room on 
Wednesday March 22 at 1 pm. 

We will continue our discussion from Suzanne 
Stabile’s newest book The Journey Toward 
Wholeness. Arrive early to walk the labyrinth 
before we meet up in the Fireside Room. 
 

UCC Daily Devotional by Vince Amlin 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 

not regard equality with God as something to be 

exploited but emptied himself…being born in 

human likeness. – Philippians 2:5-7 (NRSV) 
 

Before a backpacking trip, I lay out everything I’d 

like to take on the floor. Clothes, food, water 

purification system, first aid kit… 

Then I start to take things away. The book I’m 

always too tired to read anyway. The trail mix that is 

delicious but heavy. The extra pair of underwear 

that would feel so nice to put on on day four. 

I’d love to take it all, but I can’t. It’s simple physics. 

Or biology. There is only so much room in my pack. 

And only so much energy in my body to carry it 

with. 
 

I’ve heard a lot of progressive Christians say they 

don’t like the idea of giving something up for Lent. 

It feels too negative. More than one has told me 

they prefer to take something on. 
 

But I find myself wondering, “Where do they put it? 

How do they manage it?” 
 

My bag is full. And my body can’t carry what it used 

to. If I want to make the journey of this season, I 

have to put something(s) away. 
 

Jesus did too. 
 

I don’t pretend to understand the physics or the 

biology of how all that divinity got stuffed into skin. 

But Paul, at least, says it involved leaving something 

behind, emptying something out. 
 

Jesus travels the road to the cross lightly. And I will 

have to do the same if I want any hope of keeping 

up. 
 

Prayer: Lighten my load. Make room for what I 

need on this journey. 

 
BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

Intersectional Environmentalist by Leah Thomas. 
"The Intersectional Environmentalist examines the 
inextricable link between environmentalism, 
racism, and privilege, and promotes awareness of 
the fundamental truth that we cannot save the 
planet without uplifting the voices of its people ~ 
especially those most often unheard ~ 
simultaneously a call to action, a guide to instigating 
change for all, and a pledge to work toward the 
empowerment of all people and the betterment of 
the planet." Do you have a social or environmental 
justice book that you’ve read and would like to 
recommend to others? Send its name to Lynn and 
she’ll include it in the next Towline. 
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March Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

March Anniversaries 
Jane and Michael Armstrong  3/11 
Joan and Dave Andresen 3/18 

 
If you don’t see your March birthday or anniversary 

on this list and would like to be included, 
please let Kirsten know at 

kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770. 

Lee Weber 3/7 
Vicki Nichols 3/13 
Christine Storm 3/20 
Megan Cook 3/26 
Jim Gregg 3/26 
Erin Cook 3/28 

mailto:kirsten@npucc.org

