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Bolded text is read and sung in unison
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
WORDS OF GATHERING
Holy One, open our eyes
So that we see the oppressed and distraught among us.
Open our eyes
So that we see the steps we can take to make a difference.
Open our ears
So we hear the cries of the poor and hungry.
Open our ears
So we hear your words and know what to do.
Open our hands
So we lift up the shivering and beaten down.
Open our hands
So we work in our own corner of the world to improve it.
Open our hearts
To all of our siblings in need.
Open our hearts
To you, as we trust you to show us your way. Amen.
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SONG ~ “O for a World”

OPENING PRAYER
INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT ~ “Bayard Rustin”
Social Change Ecosystem
Created by Deepa Iyer ~ Solidarity Is and Building Movement

Weavers
Guides
Storytellers
Healers
Disruptors

Caregivers
Builders
Visionaries
Frontline Responders
Experimenters
2

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST PRAYER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
Pray for those who are hungry.
Pray harder for those who will not feed them.
Pray for those who struggle each week to pay their bills.
Pray harder for the wealthy who do not care.
Pray for those who are homeless.
Pray harder for those who deny them shelter.
Pray for the sick and lonely.
Pray harder for those who do not give them comfort.
Pray for those who cry out for dignity.
Pray harder for those who will not listen.
Pray for those oppressed by unjust wages.
Pray harder for those who exploit them.
Pray for those who bear the yoke of prejudice.
Pray harder for those who discriminate against them.
Pray for those whose basic needs are denied.
Pray harder for public officials who cater to the greedy
And ignore those bound unjustly. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Our God hears all our prayers. Thanks be to God.
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SONG ~ “The Universe is Bending” (x2)

SHARING OUR SACRED STORY
Deuteronomy 10:17-20 (NRSVUE)
For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who
executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the
strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the
stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the
LORD your God; him alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast,
and by his name you shall swear.
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Luke 11:37-46; 52-54 (MSG)
When he finished that talk, a Pharisee asked him to dinner. He entered
his house and sat right down at the table. The Pharisee was shocked and
somewhat offended when he saw that Jesus didn’t wash up before the
meal. But the Master said to him, “I know you Pharisees buff the surface
of your cups and plates so they sparkle in the sun, but I also know your
insides are maggoty with greed and secret evil. Stupid Pharisees! Didn’t
the One who made the outside also make the inside? Turn both your
pockets and your hearts inside out and give generously to the poor; then
your lives will be clean, not just your dishes and your hands.
“I’ve had it with you! You’re hopeless, you Pharisees! Frauds! You keep
meticulous account books, tithing on every nickel and dime you get, but
manage to find loopholes for getting around basic matters of justice and
God’s love. Careful bookkeeping is commendable, but the basics are
required.
“You’re hopeless, you Pharisees! Frauds! You love sitting at the head
table at church dinners, love preening yourselves in the radiance of public
flattery. Frauds! You’re just like unmarked graves: People walk over that
nice, grassy surface, never suspecting the rot and corruption that is six
feet under.”
One of the religion scholars spoke up: “Teacher, do you realize that in
saying these things you’re insulting us?”
He said, “Yes, and I can be even more explicit. You’re hopeless, you
religion scholars! You load people down with rules and regulations,
nearly breaking their backs, but never lift even a finger to help.
“You’re hopeless, you religion scholars! You took the key of knowledge,
but instead of unlocking doors, you locked them. You won’t go in
yourself, and won’t let anyone else in either.”
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As soon as Jesus left the table, the religion scholars and Pharisees went
into a rage. They went over and over everything he said, plotting how
they could trap him in something from his own mouth.
MESSAGE ~ “Jubilee Justice Leadership Program”
SONG ~ “Spirit of Jesus, If I Love My Neighbor”
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
• Abbie H., Wenden and Bob’s
friend
• Amanda, Steve and Mark’s
friend
• Bill, Judy’s friend
• Debbie, Dawn’s mother
• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s
mother and stepfather
• The Hildebrandt family
• Ida and Jason, Nancy S.’s sister
and nephew

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Joan D., Drew’s mother
Jon C.
Judy H., Nancy B.’s friend
Julie and Josh, Pastor Amy’s
friends
Marilyn, Mack’s friend
Megan
Michael, Sue B.’s friend
The Vaughan family
Vic, Nancy A.’s friend
Yoko S.

PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father)
Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
As we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
AMEN x5
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE

BLESSING
SONG ~ “I Am the Light of the World”
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POSTLUDE
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens
Ministers: Every One of Us
Director of Music: Kevin Peterson
Guest Speaker: Kirsten P.
Guest Musician: Steve K.
Lay Leader: Mark B.
Greeter: Steve K.
Flowers: The Pangelinan Family
Technology: Vicki N.
Coffee Hour: Lee W.
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Special Sundays and guest preachers coming up (subject to change):
Date
Preacher
Organization Theme
Notes
September 4
Rev. Amy Hitchens NPUCC
Stephanie Pfundt
– opera singer
September 11 Rev. Amy Hitchens NPUCC
Annual Meeting
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