Normandy Park United Church of Christ

Earth Day Sunday
April 24, 2022
Bolded text is read and sung in unison
WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
PRELUDE
WORDS OF GATHERING
Good morning! We gather to celebrate the gift of life!
We gather to remember a living Jesus
Who invites us to love one another.
We gather to remember that life is more powerful than hate
And love is more powerful than death.
That is the promise,
That is our challenge,
That is our call!
May we find the strength and the courage
To live as disciple servants of a risen Jesus!
Together, let us sing our faith!
SONG ~ "O Sing a Song of Bethlehem"
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION
INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father)
Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
As we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
~ Youth are invited to leave for Sunday School ~
PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION
Holy One, there are so many ways
We have missed the mark on the journey of life.
Sometimes we try too hard to be good.
Sometimes we confuse self-interest with the common good.
Sometimes we just mess up and know we messed up
And sometimes we mess up and miss seeing the pain and hurt
That is so obvious to others.
Often, we close ourselves to the world because it just overwhelms us.
God of love, you see us as we are,
And you love us as if we are the only ones you have to love. Thank you!
May we know ourselves forgiven and accepted
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Beyond any thought of our unacceptability or weakness.
Thank you for your amazing grace! Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
God does not keep score in the game of life but throws unconditional
love our way. All we need to do is accept that as a gift and try to get it
right the next time, joining our sibling Jesus on the journey of discipleship
and caring. Thanks be to God!
SONG ~ "These Things Did Thomas Count"
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side,
I will not believe.”
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do
not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.
SERMON ~ “The Positive Power of Doubt”
SONG ~ "We Live by Faith and Not by Sight"
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
• Amanda, Steve and Mark’s
friend
• Bill, Judy’s friend
• Charlein, George, and Judi,
Connie and Jeff’s friends
• Christine S. and her brothers
• Debbie, Dawn’s mother
• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s
mother and stepfather

• Ida, Jason, and Phyllis, Nancy
S.’s sister, nephew, and
sister-in-law
• Jill E-K.’s father
• Katie, Vicki’s friend
• Kelly, C.B.’s sister
• Michael, Sue B.’s friend
• Paula, Nancy A.’s friend
• The Vaughan family
• Yoko S.

PASTORAL PRAYER
AMEN x5
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE
OFFERTORY RESPONSE
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.
BLESSING
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SONG ~ “Touch That Soothes and Heals”

POSTLUDE
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Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens
Ministers: Every One of Us
Director of Music: Kevin Peterson
Lay Leader: Nancy K.
Greeter: Lee L.
Flowers: Connie C.
Sunday School Teachers: Nancy A. and Alice M.
Coffee Hour: Lee W.
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