August
2022

Dear Siblings in Christ,
I am writing this to you just a day before I go on vacation. I will be off July 21-August 2 and
then will be taking study leave August 22-26.
Before the departure for some time away, our hiring committee has been conducting
interviews for a new music director. Our hope, lots of hope right now, is to be able to
introduce our new director to you sometime in August or early September. And I am hopeful
that you will be able to attend Kevin Peterson’s last official Sunday with us on August 21,
2022. Kevin has written the liturgy for the day and has even given me scripture to preach. It
is with great joy and great sadness that we will celebrate with him in this way—I know we
are all so happy for him in reaching this point in career—and we will miss him greatly.

Normandy Park
United Church
of Christ
19247 1st Ave S
Seattle, WA
(206) 824-1770
www.npucc.org

Pastor:
Rev. Amy Hitchens
amy@npucc.org

Director of Music:
Kevin Peterson

Office Manager:
Kirsten Pangelinan
kirsten@npucc.org

Office Hours:
9:15 am – 2:00 pm
Tuesday – Friday

In light of this upcoming goodbye, I offer you a poem by Amanda Gorman from her book Call
Us What We Carry. As people, we are always in need of practicing our endings and
beginnings. Our beginnings and endings. This poem beckons to us to enter the practice.

CLOSURE
To begin again
Isn’t to go backwards,
But to decide to go.
Our story is not a circle carved,
But a spiral shed/shaped/spinning,
Shifting inward & outward ad infinitum,
Like a lung on the bank of speech.
Breathe with us.
We disembark both beside & beyond
Who we were, who we are.
It is a return & a departure.
We spiral on, pushing up & out,
Like a growing thing
Making its form out of earth.
In a poem, there’s no end,
Just a place where the page
Glows wide & waiting,
Like a lifted hand,
Poised & paused.
Here is our bond, unbordered by bone.
Perhaps love is how it feels
To breathe the same air.
All we have is time, is now.
Time takes us on.
How we are moved says everything
About what we are to each other
& what are we to each other
If not everything.
May the peace of Christ that surpasses all understanding be with you this month.
Pastor Amy

August Calendar of Events
ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing these events will be shared via
email:
▪
▪
▪
▪

Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am, Communion on August 7
Worship Committee meeting: Wednesday, August 3, 4:00 pm
Bibles & Brews Bible Study: Friday, August 5, 7:00 pm
Church Council meeting: Tuesday, August 9, 7:00 pm

IN-PERSON: we strongly encourage wearing a mask and practicing reasonable
physical distancing to keep vulnerable people safe:
▪ Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am in Sanctuary
o Communion on August 7
o Outdoor Worship on August 14
o Guest speaker: Kirsten Pangelinan/Jubilee Social Justice Program on
August 28
▪ Sunday School will be offered during the summer when there are teachers
available
▪ Mary’s Place Backpack Stuffing: Monday, August 8, 10:00 am–12:00 pm at
Mary’s Place Warehouse (RSVP required)
▪ Book Study: Tuesdays, August 9 and 30, 12:30 pm on the Courtyard
▪ Parish Care Committee meeting: Wednesday, August 10, 1:30 pm in the
Fireside Room
▪ Pool Party and Potluck: Sunday, August 14, 4:00–8:00 pm at Olympic View
Swim & Tennis Club (RSVP required)
▪ Slot Car Racing: Friday, August 19, 5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall
▪ Kevin Peterson Celebration: Sunday, August 21, 11:30 am in Fellowship Hall
▪ Enneagram Study: Wednesday, August 31, 4:00 pm on the Courtyard
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED:
▪ Family First
▪ Ladies’ Lunch
▪ Exercise Class

Mary’s Place
Backpack Stuffing
August 8, 10 am – 12 noon
Please let Kirsten know if you
are interested in helping stuff
backpacks for the kids living at
Mary’s Place. She needs to give
staff our final count of
volunteers by August 2. We’ll
meet at the SODO Warehouse. Anyone aged 14+ can
participate. Youth in the 12-13 age range are
welcome to join us if they are accompanied by a
parent/guardian. There are forms that must be filled
out ahead of time and masks are required.

Swim and Potluck Party
Olympic View Swim & Tennis Club
Sunday, August 14, 4–8 pm
All are welcome to bring a dish and take a
refreshing dip in the pool. Please RSVP to
Kirsten by Thursday, August 11 so she
can give the pool our final numbers.

BIBLES + BREWS
We’ll be meeting up via Zoom
only once this month on Friday,
August 5 at 7 pm as we continue
studying from A Women’s
Lectionary. The lectionaries we
will be discussing will be included with each Zoom
invite. Bring your ears and voices to the
conversation. If you haven’t joined us in the past,
you are always welcome to drop in.
BOOK STUDY
DEAR WHITE
PEACEMAKERS
BY OSHETA MOORE
We will meet in person on
August 9 and 30 at 12:30
pm outside on the patio, if
the weather is nice,
otherwise in the Fireside
Room. At the August 9 meet
up, we will start by talking
about “tomatoes in gumbo” and then move on to
sections 2 & 3. In our last discussion we will
complete the book. Even if you might have
missed our first discussion, please feel free to
join in.
“Written in the wake of George Floyd’s death,
Dear White Peacemakers draws on the Sermon
on the Mount, Spirituals, and personal stories
from author Osheta Moore’s work as a pastor in
St. Paul, Minnesota. Enter into this story of
shalom and join in the urgent work of anti-racism
peacemaking.”

Kevin’s Farewell Party
Sunday, August 21, 11:30 am
Please join us in Fellowship Hall following
Worship as we celebrate Kevin’s many
years of music ministry with NPUCC and
wish him the best on his next adventure.
Church Council will provide the meat and
drinks. Others are invited to bring a potluck
item such as a side dish, salad, or dessert.
Questions? Please contact Nancy Knudsen.

“Care Share Repair” Part 2.0
Last year we began our “Care Share Repair” campaign
and with your help we were able to raise 122% of our
goal; a total of $73,670. It still amazes me. This allowed
us to put a new quality roof on the Sanctuary, paint the
outside of the Sanctuary, the Courtyard, and a very

weathered part of the upper Fellowship Hall, protecting
and renewing this part of the church campus.

blank enneagram forms will be available so you
can take notes directly on them for your own use.

This summer we are using the last of the “Care Share
Repair” Part 1 money. The money is being used to:

DON’T FORGET TO RETURN ENNEAGRAM DVDS!
Please drop them off at the church office or
contact Lynn and she can pick them up from you.

•
•
•

Paint the parsonage ($8,560)
Paint and repair the brown wooden sign in front of
the Church ($450)
Paint the exterior of Fellowship Hall and refinish the
doors ($10,630)

By doing this work we will have the church campus
building updated and protected.
The total cost of this summer work is $19,640 plus tax.
Our Facilities Capital Fund Balance currently has
$20,335 in it. The Facilities Capital Fund Balance takes
care of all major upkeep of buildings and grounds on
the campus. Church Council voted to put 5% of each of
our tenants’ monthly rent and 5% of all room/grounds
rental fees in the Facilities Capital Fund Balance as way
of saving and having seed money available for future
projects and repairs.
Some of the future projects under consideration are:
replacing and upgrading the toilets, installing security
cameras in various locations, improving the sound
system, replacing the furnace in the main area,
improving the ventilation system, and painting the
bathrooms and choir room. Furthermore, we need to
have reserves in case something breaks or fails.
Because of COVID we’ve had added expenses as we
upgraded our online capabilities. In the last year we
added a new laptop and upgraded the camera. We’ve
also added new air purifiers to the Sanctuary and
Fellowship Hall.
Please pray and think about giving to “Care Share
Repair” Part 2.0 so we can continue to upkeep and
upgrade our campus.
Thank you, Vicki Nichols, Moderator

ENNEAGRAM – THE JOURNEY
TOWARD WHOLENESS
We’ll be starting up again by
meeting in person on
Wednesday August 31 at 4
pm. We will be studying
Chapter 1 in Suzanne
Stabile’s newest book The Journey Toward
Wholeness which also has a study guide. Besides
using a white board in our discussion, individual

Barbara Gregg will be attending Earth Ministry’s
Harvest Hoopla in Tacoma on August 9th. If you
would like to attend and/or carpool with her,
please contact her to make arrangements.
Do you have a song
you want to share
on a Sunday? You
don’t need to be a
professional ~ we
welcome all
musical offerings.
Please talk with
Kevin or Pastor
Amy for more
details and to get
on the calendar.

NPUCC cooks for Hospitality House August 16th through
the 21st. There are still a couple openings. Check with
Alice if you are interested in helping out. Thanks to Lee
W., Margie K., and Carla B. who have already signed up
to provide a meal. August is NPUCC's donation month
for the House. Please see the August Wish List on the
next page. Thank you for your generosity!

Community Dinner on July 26th
Our first in-person
Community Dinner in two
years was a great
success! Thanks to the
many volunteers for
cooking, setting up,
decorating, providing
music, serving, and
cleaning up. 32 people
enjoyed a delicious meal
and fellowship.

August Birthdays
Bill Lincoln
Joan Held
Stacie Latimer
Fay Riba
John Held
Connie Clark
Jill Nedved

8/7
8/11
8/18
8/18
8/21
8/23
8/28

August Anniversaries
Jana and Mike Cook
Susan and Ruben Sasis
Belinda and Derek Allender

8/1
8/6
8/16

If you don’t see your August birthday or anniversary
on this list and would like to be included,
please let Kirsten know at
kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770.

