Normandy Park United Church of Christ

Blue Theology Sunday
July 10, 2022
Bolded text is read and sung in unison
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF OUR SACRED WATERS
WORDS OF GATHERING
Planet Earth, spinning silently through space,
We celebrate your beauty and your grace,
Your special place in our solar system.
Planet Earth, gleaming green and blue,
We rejoice in your ocean currents
As they dance and swirl with hope.
Planet Earth, pulsing with life,
We join in praise with all your fauna and flora
As they sing their songs to Our Holy God.
Planet Earth, enveloped in the breath of God,
Bless all your creatures this day with the life-giving breath of God.
Planet Earth, our precious, fragile home,
We celebrate, with all your children,
God’s presence in our planet home.
Spin, Planet Earth, spin! Sing, Planet Earth, sing!
Let us worship our God of Creation!
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SONG ~ “Ocean Is a Call to Worship” (x2)

OPENING PRAYER
BLUE THEOLOGY PRESENTATION AND WATER RITUAL
Presented by Azure, Dawn, Fay, Kendra, Kirsten and Luka
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SONG ~ “God of the Sparrow God of the Whale” (verses 1, 3, 5, and 6)
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY
Genesis 1
When God began to create the heavens and the earth—the earth was
without shape or form, it was dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind
swept over the waters—God said, “Let there be light.” And so light
appeared. God saw how good the light was. God separated the light from
the darkness. God named the light Day and the darkness Night.
There was evening and there was morning: the first day.
[A few “days” or eons later…]
God said, “Let the waters swarm with living things, and let birds fly above
the earth up in the dome of the sky.” God created the great sea animals
and all the tiny living things that swarm in the waters, each according to
its kind, and all the winged birds, each according to its kind. God saw how
good it was. Then God blessed them: “Be fertile and multiply and fill the
waters in the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.”
There was evening and there was morning: the fifth day.
The Kelp Holdfast by Gabrielle Poli
The kelp holdfast is one of Creation’s wonders. A tidepooler’s treasure
chest. Our magnificent, towering kelp forests are anchored into the
seafloor with what’s called a “holdfast.” Through ocean currents, storms,
and turbulence, the kelp remains anchored into the earth. They look like
roots, but don’t supply the kelp with any nutrients. Instead, they serve as
neighborhood nurseries - protective habitats for young marine critters
like brittle stars and snails and sea hares. It’s said that a hundred or so
creatures can be found in one kelp holdfast. What can we learn from the
example of kelp? When we are anchored, anchored in grace, we too
create spaces for life to flourish. For new creation. Open space for other
beings to dwell in and flourish.
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Let us pray that we may serve as members of a community. That we may
protect those seeking safety. That we may serve as healers, that we
would practice hospitality. That we may become God’s dwelling.
BLUE THEOLOGY SLIDESHOW
SUNG REFRAIN ~ “Listening Now”

COMMUNION
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father)
Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
As we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP
SONG ~ “Let Us Break Bread Together”
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
• Abbie H., Wenden and Bob’s
friend
• Amanda, Steve and Mark’s
friend
• Bill, Judy’s friend
• C.B. and family
• Debbie, Dawn’s mother
• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s
mother and stepfather
• The Hildebrandt family

• Ida and Jason, Nancy S.’s sister
and nephew
• Jon C.
• Judy H., Nancy B.’s friend
• Kathy H., Joan’s friend
• Marilyn, Mack’s friend
• Michael, Sue B.’s friend
• Paula, Nancy A.’s friend
• The Vaughan family
• Yoko S.

PASTORAL PRAYER
AMEN x5
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE
OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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BLESSING
SONG ~ “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”

POSTLUDE
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Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens
Ministers: Every One of Us
Director of Music: Kevin Peterson
Lay Leaders: Blue Theology Crew
Greeter: Cathy B.
Flowers: Barbara G.
Tech Support: Vicki N.
Special Sundays and guest preachers coming up this summer (subject to change):
Date
Preacher
Organization
Theme
Notes
July 24
Andrew Larsen
Global Ministries
Zoom only
July 31
Kris Van Gasken and Des Moines Area
Barb Shimizu
Food Bank
August 21 Rev. Amy Hitchens
NPUCC
Kevin Peterson
celebration
August 28 Kirsten Pangelinan
NPUCC
Jubilee Social
Justice Program
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