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Normandy Park United Church of Christ 
September 4, 2022 

Ask the Pastor and Labor Day Sunday with Communion 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

WORDS OF GATHERING 
God is the potter and we are the clay. 

Like clay, we arrive at this time of worship: 

Ready to be shaped and full of potential. 

Like clay, we prepare for this time of worship: 

Stretched and molded into formation. 

Like clay, we enter this time of worship: 

Formed and ready for God’s care. 
 

SONG ~ “Creator God, Creating Still” 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC ~“Simple Gifts” ~ Stephanie Pfundt 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
We confess that – 
Unlike clay, we actively resist the diverse ways you shape us 
Into what the world needs. 
We frequently struggle to trust in your vision 
For who we could become.  
We anxiously avoid facing the heat 
That protects and sustains us. 
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We humbly seek the refiner’s fire 
As we learn what it is to forgive and be forgiven. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
God graciously chooses us despite our self-destructive ways. God 

repeatedly mends our broken places and unceasingly delivers us from 

harm toward wholeness. Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG ~ “Change My Heart, O God” 
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY 
Psalm 139:1-6;13-18 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from far away. 

You search out my path and my lying down 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    O LORD, you know it completely. 
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You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

    Wonderful are your works; 

that I know very well. 

    My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being made in secret, 

    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

In your book were written 

    all the days that were formed for me, 

    when none of them as yet existed. 

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

    How vast is the sum of them! 

I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 

    I come to the end — I am still with you. 
 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 
The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Come, go down to the 
potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down 
to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel 
he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked 
it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 
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Then the word of the LORD came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of 
Israel, just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the 
potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I 
may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will pluck up and 
break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have 
spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I 
intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may declare concerning 
a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my 
sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the 
good that I had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people of 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: Look, I am a 
potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, 
all of you, from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 
 

ASK THE PASTOR ~ “What’s on Your Mind Good People of NPUCC?” 
 

SUNG REFRAIN ~ “Listening Now” 
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COMMUNION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
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SONG ~ “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

 

 



9 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS
• Abbie H., Wenden and Bob’s 

friend 

• Amanda, Steve and Mark’s 
friend 

• Bill, Judy’s friend 

• The Clark/McPherson family 

• Debbie, Dawn’s mother 

• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s 
mother and stepfather 

• The Hildebrandt family 

• Ida and Jason, Nancy S.’s sister 
and nephew 

• Jon C. 

• Judy H., Nancy B.’s friend 

• Julie and Josh, Pastor Amy’s 
friends 

• Marilyn, Mack’s friend 

• Megan 

• Michael, Sue B.’s friend 

• Stacie L. and family 

• The Vaughan family 

• Vic, Nancy A.’s friend 

• Yoko S. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

AMEN x5 

TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
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BLESSING 
 

SONG ~ “If I Had a Hammer” 
1) If I had a hammer 
I'd hammer in the morning 
I'd hammer in the evening 
All over this land 
I'd hammer out danger 
I'd hammer out a warning 
I'd hammer out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 
2) If I had a bell 
I'd ring it in the morning 
I'd ring it in the evening 
All over this land 
I'd ring out danger 
I'd ring out a warning 
I'd ring out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 

3) If I had a song 
I'd sing it in the morning 
I'd sing it in the evening 
All over this land 
I'd sing out danger 
I'd sing out a warning 
I'd sing out love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 
4) Well, I've got a hammer 
And I've got a bell 
And I've got a song to sing 
All over this land 
It's the hammer of justice 
It's the bell of freedom 
It's a song about love between 
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this land 
 

 

POSTLUDE ~ “Alleluia” ~ Stephanie Pfundt 

 
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music: Kevin Peterson 
Guest Singer: Stephanie Pfundt 
Deacon of the Month: Connie C. 

Lay Leader: Barbara G. 
Flowers: Steve K. 

Technology: Vicki N. 
Coffee Hour: Dorine S. 
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Special Sundays and guest preachers coming up (subject to change): 

Date Preacher Organization Theme Notes 
September 11 Rev. Amy Hitchens NPUCC Annual Meeting ZOOM ONLY 

September 18 Rev. Lorraine Leist NPUCC Palliative Care 
Chaplaincy 

 

October 2 Rev. Amy Hitchens NPUCC World 
Communion 
Sunday 

We’ll be moving 
Rummage Sale items 
from storage to FH 
following Worship 

October 23 Sheenah Randolph Hospitality 
House 

Hospitality House  

November 6 Rev. Amy Hitchens NPUCC All Saints/All Souls  
 

Worship Credits: 
Reflection © 2022 Rev. Amy Hitchens. 

“Like Clay: Service Prayers for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost” was written by The Rev. Phiwa Langeni, and 
adapted by Rev. Amy Hitchens. © 2022 Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, 
Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or 
church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition, copyright © 2021 National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. 

“Creator God, Creating Still” by Jane Parker Huber. © 1980 Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Knox 
Press). 

“Change My Heart, O God” by Eddie Espinosa. © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing and 2009 Local Church 
Ministries, United Church of Christ. 

“Here Are Our Hearts” by Susan Drake and Julie Jennings. © 2007. 

“I have a hammer / The Hammer Song” by Pete Seeger and Lee Hays. 

“Simple Gifts” by Mark Hayes. © 1999 Jubilate Music. 

For songs above, permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-731132. All rights reserved. 

“Listening Now” by Christopher Grundy. © 2007 Hand and Soil Music. Reprinted and broadcast with permission 
under CCLI license #3393548. 

Any songs not listed above are in the public domain. 
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