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Bolded text is read and sung in unison
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
WORDS OF GATHERING
We gather in God’s unfolding Mystery.
We Gather in God’s Love and God’s Grace.
We gather with God’s Revelation to us as individuals.
We gather with God’s Revelation to our community.
SONG ~ “Praise to the Living God”
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OPENING PRAYER
INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father)
Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
As we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
~ Youth are excused to go to Sunday School ~
PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION
Creator God, you made us to be neighbors,
Members of one family blessed with great diversity.
You created us to be helpers and friends to one another,
Entrusting to us your justice and your joy.
Yet we have denied justice and joy to many,
Creating worlds of poverty, pain,
Lost opportunities, and absence of hope.
In so many ways, we break each other’s hearts.
Still, you do not reject us.
We ask your forgiveness and pray to be transformed.
3

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Loving God, you restore us to each other and to you, mending our hearts
and repairing the world. Through the power of your Spirit, you shape us
to be for others what Christ is for us: pardon and peace, new life and
blessing. We give you thanks for your love, forgiveness, and constant
presence. Amen.
SONG ~ “Ask the Complicated Questions”
Ask the complicated questions.
Do not fear to be found out;
For our God makes strong our weakness,
Forging faith in fires of doubt.
Seek the disconcerting answers,
Follow where the Spirit blows;
Test competing truths for wisdom,
For intension new life grows.
Knock on doors of new ideas,
Test assumptions long grown stale,
For Christ calls from shores of wonder,
Daring us to try and fail.
For in struggle we discover
Truth both simple and profound;
In the knocking, asking, seeking,
We are opened, answered, found.
SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ Acts 11: 1-18
The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles
also had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem,
the circumcised believers criticized him and said, “You went into the
house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”
4

Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: “I was in
the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something
like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it
came down to where I was. I looked into it and saw four-footed animals
of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. Then I heard a voice telling
me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’
“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered
my mouth.’
“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything
impure that God has made clean.’ This happened three times, and then it
was all pulled up to heaven again.
“Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped
at the house where I was staying. The Spirit told me to have no hesitation
about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we
entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen an angel appear in
his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He will
bring you a message through which you and all your household will be
saved.’
“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us
at the beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ So if
God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?”
When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God,
saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads
to life.”
SERMON ~ “Opening Ourselves Up to the Possibilities”
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SONG ~ “Be Now My Vision”
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
• Abbie H., Wenden and Bob’s
friend
• Amanda, Steve and Mark’s
friend
• Bill, Judy’s friend
• Charlein, George, and Judi,
Connie and Jeff’s friends
• Christine S. and her brothers
• Debbie, Dawn’s mother
• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s
mother and stepfather

• The Hildebrandt family
• Ida, Jason, and Phyllis, Nancy
S.’s sister, nephew, and
sister-in-law
• Jon C.
• Kelly, C.B.’s sister
• Marilyn, Mack’s friend
• Michael, Sue B.’s friend
• Paula, Nancy A.’s friend
• The Vaughan family
• Yoko S.

PASTORAL PRAYER
AMEN x5
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE
OFFERTORY RESPONSE
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.
BLESSING
SONG ~ “This Is a Day of New Beginnings”
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POSTLUDE
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