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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Happy Spring! Easter is almost upon us and this newsletter is Full to the Brim
(pun intended) with information as we make our way to Holy Week. As we are
opening up our building more and more, I want to take this opportunity to talk
about all the different groups using our building right now. In 2021 we had a
Kosraean Congregation (Kosrae is an island state in the Federated States of
Micronesia) become long term renters. They meet Sunday afternoons at 4:00
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Ole Malamalama O Jesu Samoan Congregation is
worshiping in the sanctuary early Sunday afternoons again. The Boy Scouts have
returned and the troop is thriving. They meet on site on Tuesday nights and off
site for their many adventures. On Friday nights, Bob has brought back the slot
cars. If you haven’t seen what he has built, ask for a tour. It is very cool.
Late Saturday mornings/early afternoons, AA has been using the Fellowship Hall
instead of the Sunday School area because we welcomed the City of Normandy
Park Preschool in the late summer of 2021 after they lost their location at City
Hall. The preschool has had a pretty good year; with some closures related to
Covid, and there has been some staff turnover. Due to the changes, they are
now locking the basement door while the teachers are there and/or the
preschool is in session. If you need access to the downstairs space while the
preschool is in session, please make arrangements ahead of time with our office
manager. Our moderator is in regular conversation with the lead teacher as is
our office manager. On March 17, your moderator and I had the pleasure of
sitting down with the City Manager of Normandy Park to get to know her better.
And in the parsonage, we have a lovely family that has moved in, which is a
blessing for us and for them.
In pre-pandemic times, many of us participated in a visioning process (May the
4th be with you!) playing up the day with a Star Wars motif. In that time
together we discussed what is important to us–with Love of Neighbor, Love of
Creation and Love of Children as our guiding principles. Since that time we have
welcomed in the preschool, we have become engaged with Earth Ministry again,
and we have strengthened our community partnerships with Hospitality House,
Mary’s Place, the Des Moines Area Food Bank to name a few. That all of this is
flourishing despite the long and anxious days of pandemic is truly a testament to
God’s goodness and our resiliency as a congregation.
As we prepare for Holy Week and Easter, we can truly say–we are Full to the
Brim with God’s grace. As Rev. Traci Blackmon says, God’s grace is our portion,
God’s gift to us.
Hosanna in the Highest!
Pastor Amy

April Calendar of Events
▪ See full Holy Week schedule of events on Page 3
▪ Pastor Amy is on Spring Break with her family April 3-7
ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing these events will
be shared via email:
o Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am (Earth Day celebration
on Sunday, April 24)
o Bibles & Brews Bible Study: Fridays, April 1 and 15, 7:00 pm
o Final Lenten Book Study: Wednesday, April 13, 5:30 pm
o Church Council meeting: Tuesday, April 19, 7:00 pm
IN-PERSON: as we ease back into in-person events, please
continue to wear a mask and practice reasonable physical
distancing to keep vulnerable people safe:
o Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am in Sanctuary (Earth
Day celebration on April 24)
o Communion: Sunday, April 3, 10:00 am in Sanctuary
o Sunday School: youth start in Worship and will be excused to
meet in the Sunday School rooms
o Work Party: Saturday, April 2, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Outdoors
o Parish Care Committee meeting: Wednesday, April 20, 1:30
pm in the Fireside Room
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED:
o
o
o
o

Family First
Ladies’ Lunch
Exercise Class
Community Dinner

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, some church activities have moved online
or been suspended for the foreseeable future. Worship services are now hybrid,
meaning both in-person and on Zoom. If you have any questions,
don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee chairs.
Church Council is following guidelines for reopening from
the state of Washington, King County Department of Health
and our Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC.

Beginning on Sunday, April 3rd, the Worship Committee
invites you to look at the large sign-up sheet in the
Narthex to see if there is a Sunday you can help by:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Serving as a lay leader
Serving as a greeter
Serving as tech support
Bringing flowers for the altar
Providing coffee/tea service after Worship

Thank you for your consideration and help!
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•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Palm Sunday
Worship, Sunday, April 10, 10:00 am both
in-person and on Zoom
If you worship from home, have your
colored palm from the Lenten Packet
ready to wave!
Real palms will be provided for in-person
worshippers
Lenten Book Study
Wednesday, April 13, 5:30 pm on Zoom
This will be our last discussion of Love is
the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling
Times by Bishop Michael Curry
Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 14, 5:30 pm in the
Sanctuary (no Zoom)
There will be time for reflection, ritual, and
song
You are invited to bring canned goods or
a check for the food bank or Crop Walk
that will be placed on an offering table
Communion will be offered
Good Friday
A special Good Friday Bibles & Brews will
be offered on Zoom at 7:00 pm
Holy Saturday
Bring your spring flowers and come to
church to help decorate the cross from
2:00 to 4:00 pm
Easter
Worship, Sunday, April 17, 10:00 am both
in-person and on Zoom
Wear your Easter bonnet if you like!
Easter Egg Hunt, 11:30 am on the front
lawn
Hot Cross Buns and Coffee, 11:30 am in
Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS AND HELPERS
Looking ahead to April and
May, there are plenty of
opportunities for you to get to
know our youth while teaching
them a lesson from Holy
Troublemakers &
Unconventional Saints. Please
check your calendar and let
me know when you are available. For those who
were in our book study last year, we read Native:
Identity, Belonging, and Rediscovering God written
by Kaitlin Curtice so if you chose that Sunday, you’ll
already have a lot of background info. Thanks, Lynn
Sunday

Story
Teacher Helper
COMMUNION SUNDAY –
Apr 3
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Rabbi Danya
Apr 10
Lynn
Cathy L.
Ruttenberg
Apr 17
EASTER – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Apr 24 Herb Montgomery
COMMUNION SUNDAY –
May 1
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
May 8 Kaitlin Curtice
May 15 Thich Nhat Hanh
May 22 Maryam Molkara
May 29 Rumi

Outdoor Work Party
Saturday, April 2
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Bring your gloves and
gardening tools as we spruce up our church
grounds before Easter. Stop by anytime on
Saturday morning – all help is welcome!

MUSIC SURVEY RESULTS
Thank you to everyone who
participated in the NPUCC music
survey! Here are some of our findings
after receiving 27 completed surveys:
Ideal music styles: The vast majority of
respondents preferred traditional hymns during
worship (93%), far more than any other category
named. Several other styles came in with around 5570% in favor: classical, instrumental, folk, choral, and
praise songs. Jazz, rock, and alternative music were
preferred by 25% or fewer respondents. Praise and
hymns are what we are currently using for songs we
sing together in worship with about a 50-50 split.
What people value most about our current music
program: While everyone answered differently, by
far the most common themes were the variety and
diversity of music selections and styles that offer a
positive, uplifting message, and, most importantly to
respondents, relate directly to the theme of the rest
of the service. Piano music was another frequent
answer, as was affirming the choir and their
dedication.

stated we could do with less and the same number
said they would appreciate more.
Organ in worship: 67% answered yes to appreciating
hearing the organ in worship, while 26% were
indifferent and 7% were opposed.
Choir in worship: 89% appreciate hearing the choir in
worship, while 11% were indifferent.
Other instruments people would like to
hear in worship: Flute, guitar, and drums
dominated the responses to this question
(violin, horns, cello, chimes, and winds were
also mentioned), but most people were
open to anything as long as people are
willing to share their gifts with the congregation.
Lastly, many people shared comments expressing
hope and encouragement for whoever is the next
music director, along with many thanks to Kevin in
his role as music director these last eight years.
~ Music Director Search Committee

Envisioning a thriving music program at NPUCC:
There was a much greater diversity of answers here.
Below are some of the responses:
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Music director who is enthusiastic, talented,
passionate, and connected to the
congregation
Mixture of music styles
Songs that are easy to sing along with
Greater diversity of music ensembles: guest
instrumentalists, soloists, and duets
Bigger choir
Greater congregational engagementcreating a safe space for congregation
members to share their hidden musical gifts
More guest musicians, especially in the
summer and at special services (Christmas,
Easter, etc.)
More guitar and folk music

Amount of music in worship: We currently have a
prelude, 3-4 hymns, a couple of short sung
responses, and sometimes a choir anthem in our
worship services. Almost all respondents said we
currently have just the right amount of music during
our worship services, while a few (two respondents)

2022 CROP HUNGER WALK – NPUCC TEAM
On Sunday May 1 the NPUCC CROP Hunger Walk
team will be walking in the 2022 Des
Moines/Highline CROP Hunger Walk to support
Church World Service and help families who are
struggling with hunger. A portion of donations will
go to the Des Moines Area Food Bank. We are also
walking in solidarity for those who are fleeing
Ukraine. CWS has a 76-year history of working with
displaced persons.
This year we will again be starting at the Des
Moines United Methodist Church and will walk
through the streets of downtown and the marina.
Join us in person, or spirit, so that we can provide
more meals for the growing number of people in
our community who need them, and greater food
security in communities around the world.
To join our team or to donate online, visit
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/team/nor

mandy-park-ucc. You may also write a check to
“CWS/CROP” and deliver/mail it to church. Our
goal for our church is to raise $5,000. As of 3-23-22
we have already raised $1,075. Thanks for your
support! If you have questions, please contact Alice
or Lynn.

Covid-19 NPUCC Policy Update
Washington State Department of Health and the
CDC recently updated Covid-19 guidance as it
relates to masks. While masks are not required in
most places, they are encouraged in indoor public
settings and for vulnerable populations.
At NPUCC we are lifting our mask requirement on
April 1 since Covid-19 rates are low in King County.
We still encourage people to wear masks in the
Sanctuary but will leave it up to each individual to
decide. We have four new air purifiers to help with
air quality in the church. These will be set up in the
Sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall, and the Sunday
School area. We also have air purifiers in the office.

BIBLE & BREWS
We’ll be meeting via Zoom on
Fridays, April 1 and 15 at 7 pm
as we continue studying A
Women’s Lectionary for the
Whole Church. The
lectionaries we will be
discussing will be included
with each Zoom invite. Bring
your ears and voices to the conversation. If you
haven’t joined us in the past, you are always
welcome to drop in.

ENNEAGRAM
THE JOURNEY TOWARD WHOLENESS
Our next meet up is TBD. The discussion will center
around Suzanne Stabile’s newest book The Journey
Toward Wholeness which also has a study guide.

We will continue to monitor Covid-19 rates in our
community and will make changes as needed. As a
reminder, everyone should continue to use Covid19 prevention measures:
 do not come to church if you are sick or
have been recently exposed to someone
with Covid-19
 stay up to date on vaccination
 practice good handwashing
 maintain physical distancing
 utilize testing when exposed or symptomatic

COFFEE HOUR
We are planning to start
sharing coffee/tea again after
worship, starting Easter
Sunday. We are looking for
volunteers to make coffee and
set up for coffee service.
Please call the church office at 206-824-1770
or let Kirsten know via email: kirsten@npucc.org
if you can help. We will start a sign-up board in
the Narthex. If you are willing to help, but have
not done it before, we have volunteers who will
walk you through the process.

Care Share Repair Part 2
by Vicki Nichols, NPUCC Moderator
Last year we began the Care Share Repair
campaign and, with your generosity, we raised
$73,670, 122% of our goal. It still amazes me. This
allowed us to put a new, quality roof on the
Sanctuary and to paint the outside of the
Sanctuary, the Courtyard, and a very weathered
portion of the upper Fellowship Hall. These
improvements have helped protect and renew this
portion of the church campus.
The extra money that was raised after the project
bills were paid was placed in the Facilities Capital
Fund.

As spring approaches, it is time to begin Care
Share Repair Part 2. The projects for this spring will
involve more painting and protecting. The work that
will be undertaken is:
▪
▪
▪

painting Fellowship Hall, including
refinishing the doors ~ $10,630
painting the parsonage ~ $8,560
painting and repairing the brown wooden
sign in front of the church ~ $450

Church Council has authorized the use of the
Capital Fund to pay for this work so that we can get
on the schedule for the work to be done this spring
and summer.
We have money to cover the costs, but it will
deplete much of the fund. Since we are dealing with
an older building, we know problems can and will
happen and it takes money to repair the problems.
If you would like to donate to help replenish our
Facilities Capital Fund, you may give on-line on our
website: www.npucc.org, via PayPal or Zelle, or
buy dropping off or mailing in a check. Be sure to
add a note that your gift is for the Facilities Capital
Fund. Thank you in advance for your continued
support as we ensure our buildings can be used
and enjoyed for many years to come!

PACIFIC NORTHWEST CONFERENCE
ANNUAL MEETING
Online registration is available at
https://www.ultracamp.com/. As an option, we have
created a form so that you can register via mail. Please
download and send with your payment to: PNC-UCC,
325 N 125th Street, Seattle, WA 98133. Please register
soon!
More details will be emailed and posted on the Annual
Meeting page on our website as the details unfold.
The meeting will begin on Saturday, April 30 at 9:00
a.m. It includes a Hearing on the Budget, Plenary
sessions with Verbal Reports, presentation of the
Nomination Slate, Voting, and Installation of the newly
elected. The Saturday Business meeting will conclude
approximately 2:30pm. Worship will be held Sunday,
May 1st beginning at 10:00 a.m. Links for both days will
be sent out prior to the meeting. Stay tuned!

Please take time to review the 2022 Annual Meeting
Budget Packet. Saturday afternoon, we will vote on the
budget for 2022-23. The Annual Meeting Report
Booklet will be posted by April 4th.
If you have any questions about registration or any
other aspect of this year's Annual Meeting, please
contact me at arlene@pncucc.org. Thank you and we
look forward to seeing you online during the meeting!
Arlene Hobson
Executive Administrator
Pacific Northwest Conference
United Church of Christ
www.pncucc.org
206-725-8383 ext. 101

NPUCC’s own Ian T. will be performing in the HiLiner’s presentation of “Matilda Jr. The Musical”!
Tickets go on sale in April at https://hi-liners.org/
for performances April 22-24 and April 29-May 1.
Rebellion is nigh in “Matilda Jr.”, a gleefully witty
ode to the anarchy of childhood and the power of
imagination! This story of a girl who dreams of a
better life and the children she inspires will have
audiences rooting for the “revolting children” who
are out to teach the grown-ups a lesson.

SAVE THE DATES
Blue Theology
Fundraisers
Saturday, May 7, 10 am – 2pm
Plant Sale, with some additional
treats, on the Labyrinth. If you have
plants/gardening items you’d like to
donate, please drop them off at church by Friday,
May 6.
Sunday, June 12, 11:30 am – Sundae Bar
Join us on the Courtyard for ice cream and
toppings. Donations welcome to
help support our mission trip
to Monterey Bay, CA this June.

April Birthdays
Shannon Thomas
Amy Hitchens
Barbara Gregg
Tomio Sakai
Jon Comen
Jane Armstrong
Michael Armstrong
Pat McCann
Azure Allender

4/2
4/11
4/15
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/26
4/27
4/28

April Anniversary
Nancy Knudsen and Warren Nedved

4/2

If you don’t see your April birthday or anniversary
on this list and would like to be included,
please let Kirsten know at
kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770.

