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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Happy New Year! As we enter 2022, I invite you to look for those Epiphany Stars
that were sent to you either by mail or in your Advent packet Christmas cards.
(And if you don’t have a star or lost your star—feel free to cut your own version
for Epiphany). As we start the year, we have a new tradition around here of
choosing a “word for the year.” Sometimes we choose the word and sometimes
the word chooses us. Last year, my word was “trust.” I am not sure what my
word will be this year, yet, but I hope it will be revealed at our zoom Epiphany
gathering on January 6th at 7:00 p.m.
A word about January 6th. We need to reclaim this day. It is a day that reminds of
the light of Christ, the arrival of the Magi to greet the little child Jesus, it is a day
for us to be inspired and claimed by the Holy Spirit FOR THE GOOD. I am still
angered and exasperated by what unfolded in our Nation’s capitol last year. It
was ugly. I choose to turn away from the ugliness and the hatred and turn
toward the LIGHT for our Epiphany gathering on zoom.
Our youth will also meet a little earlier in the late afternoon on zoom to reveal
their Advent Angels to each other.
Speaking of zoom, it continues to be necessary technology for us. In January, the
Worship Committee, in conjunction with the re-opening task force for all things
COVID, has decided that we will have our first three Sundays on zoom only.
January 2, Rev. Bruce Wilson will be preaching and presiding over zoom
communion. January 9th I will be back and start a three-week series on Keeping
the Sabbath as a winter reflection series. January 30th, National UCC Staffer, Rev.
Elena Larssen will be preaching via zoom. Elena and I went to seminary together,
so it is extra fun for me that you will get to hear her preach.
That means, only January 23rd might be an in-person worship service if the
Worship Committee and re-opening task force believe it is a good idea.
As Rev. Mike Denton, our PNCUCC Conference Minister often says— “take a
deep breath. And now let it all out. And now, take another deep breath, and let
that all out too.” We don’t know how terrible Omicron will be, thus we err on
the side of safety for our wider community—which is all of us.
So let us prayerfully consider what our “word for the year” will be. What might
God be whispering to you? What is tugging at your body, heart, and mind? What
is it that you need right now? What is it that your soul desires? I invite you to sit
with these questions and see what happens.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Amy

January
Calendar of Events
ONLINE: invitations and directions
for accessing these events will be
shared via email:
▪ Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am
▪ Communion: Sunday, January 2, 10:00 am
▪ Advent Angel Reveal: Thursday, January 6, 5:30 pm
▪ Epiphany Gathering: Thursday, January 6, 7:00 pm
▪ Worship Committee meeting: Tuesday, January 11, 4:30 pm
▪ Church Council meeting: Tuesday, January 11, 7:00 pm
▪ Parish Care Committee meeting: Wednesday, January 12, 1:30 pm
▪ Bibles & Brews Bible Study: Friday, January 21, 7:00 pm
▪ Enneagram Study group: Wednesday, January 26, 4:00 pm
IN-PERSON: as we ease back into in-person events,
please continue to wear a mask and practice reasonable
physical distancing to keep vulnerable people safe:
▪ Worship Service: Sunday, January 23, 10:00 am ~ we’ll make
a determination closer to the date, but currently this is the ONLY
Sunday we’re considering hybrid (in-person and Zoom) Worship in January
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED:
▪ Sunday School: lessons shared in Friday Food for Thought emails
▪ Family First
▪ Ladies’ Lunch
▪ Exercise Class
▪ Community Dinner
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have moved online
or been suspended for the foreseeable future. Some Worship services will be hybrid:
both online and in-person (pre-registration required). If you have any questions,
don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee chairs.
Church Council is following guidelines for reopening from
the state of Washington, King County Department of Health
and our Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC.

Sunday Worship
on Zoom
January 2, 10 am
Guest preacher
Rev. Bruce Wilson
will share his
message: “In the
beginning,
2022...not 2020
too” and lead us in
Communion.

o

o

EPIPHANY STARS
On January 6th, we’ll
have an Epiphany Zoom
gathering at 7 pm where
you’ll be invited to
discern your “word of the
year.” If you’ve
misplaced your star, feel free to cut one out on your
own or let Kirsten know and she’ll mail you one.

Calling all
Advent Angels!
Our youth have been secretly
giving gifts during Advent.
On January 6th at 5:30 pm,
we’ll gather on Zoom and
reveal who has been whose
Advent Angel. Hope you can
join in the fun!

Enneagram Study Group
January 26, 4:00 pm
We’re finishing up this particular
study by spending the next two
sessions discussing Milestone #12.
If you need the DVD, please stop by during Kirsten’s
office hours (Tuesday-Friday, 9:15 am-2:00 pm) or
ask her to put one outside in the basket on the
Courtyard to pick up at your convenience.

BOOK STUDY – THE INVENTION OF WINGS
o Alice will be leading our next book study of The
Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. This
exquisitely written novel is a triumph of
storytelling that looks with unswerving eyes at a
devastating wound in American history, through
women whose struggles for liberation,
empowerment, and expression will leave no
reader unmoved.

o

Because it is a historic
novel, we will read it in
January and then meet
to discuss it in
February…in-person in
the Fireside room with
the option to Zoom in.
If you’d like Lynn to
purchase a new or used
book for you, let her
know. Several options are also available at the
King County library: audio, e-book, or as a
regular book.
Copies of the discussion questions are available
in the church office or you can download/print
them yourself.

KEEP OUR CARE ACT WEBINAR
Wednesday, January 5, 5:00 pm
Equitable access to healthcare has been the primary
focus of the AAUW-WA (American Association of
University Women of Washington) mission-based
programming this past year. The AAUW-WA Executive
Board recently approved joining a coalition focused on
passage of the Keep Our Care Act which will be before
the state legislature during the upcoming session.
Please read the following information provided by the
ACLU and register for a very important webinar at 5:00
pm on January 5, 2022:
“This month, we join with partners in a conversation
around access to health care. Mergers and acquisitions
between health care entities like hospitals, hospital
systems, and provider organizations are prolific in
Washington state and can negatively impact cost,
quality, and access to necessary health care services.
Yet in Washington, these health entity consolidations
receive minimal oversight, allowing large health care
systems to dictate patients’ access to care including
reproductive, end-of-life, and gender-affirming care.
ACLU-WA Health Care and Liberty Counsel, Leah
Rutman, will moderate a discussion on these issues and
legislative solutions."
We invite you to use this link to register for this
important event: Click Here to Register
NPUCC’s annual Women’s Retreat, usually
held in January, is on hiatus. Please contact
Jill Tiffany if you are interested in helping to
plan a mini-retreat at NPUCC in the spring.

Thank you to all who
came to visit Narnia
and to all who helped
bring the world to life
on December 11th!

GIVING STATEMENTS
End-of-the-year giving statements to everyone will
be sent out by mid-January for income tax
purposes via email unless you don’t have an email
address, then you’ll receive it via snail mail. Let me
know if you don’t get yours.
OFFERING ENVELOPES
NPUCC has offering envelopes that are packaged
in 12s and 52s. If you’d like some for 2022, please
contact Kirsten in the church office. You don’t need
to use an offering envelope if you choose not to –
you can just put your check in a plain envelope
before placing in the offering plate or mailing to the
church, or even give your pledge electronically
such as using your credit/debit card Bill Pay. But
if you give cash, I can only put it on your giving
statement if you indicate it’s from you. Contact
me if you have any questions. Your Financial
Secretary, Lynn

MARY’S PLACE GIVING TREE
Our congregation was as generous as always! You
donated $1, 090 so our NPUCC youth went
shopping and picked out gifts for the Mary’s Place
kids along with five $25 grocery gift cards. Besides
our youth shopping, you also donated ten
additional $25 grocery gift cards and a couple of
gifts. You are awesome and loved!
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Through the
wardrobe…
Mr. Tumnus
Mrs. Beaver
The White
Witch
Father
Christmas

January Birthdays
Debbie Meacham
Peter Barton
Madeleine Wasson
Jette Bunch
Florence McGraw
Denene Salisbury

1/2
1/3
1/4
1/10
1/18
1/18

If you don’t see your January
birthday or anniversary on this list
and would like to be included,
please let Kirsten know at
kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770.

UCC Daily Devotional by Mary Luti
Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!” When the angels had left them, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place.” – Luke
2:13-15 (NRSV)
Merry Christmas, everyone! Oh, you thought Christmas was over? Nope, you still have a couple of days to
celebrate before Christmas officially culminates on January 6, the Feast of the Epiphany, a.k.a. the
Commemoration of the Visit of the Magi to the Christ Child, a.k.a. Twelfth Night, a.k.a. the Twelfth Day of
Christmas, when your true love is supposed to give you twelve drummers drumming, although what you’re
supposed to do with twelve high-stepping, gaily uniformed musicians making a din is anybody’s guess.
Anyway, I hope your eggnog hasn’t soured, that you haven’t stashed the crèche, recycled the tree, moved on
to other things. I hope you’re still in Christmas. I hope Christmas is still in you. Because here’s the thing: even
when it ends officially, Christmas isn’t really over. It never is.
We’re always adoring on bended knee at cradles occupied by unfathomable babies. Always surrounded by
glory-singing angels. Always offering ourselves in praise. Always finding God most tenacious and tender among
the suffering, the displaced, the overlooked, the despised. Always subverting the violent power of kings with
the serene insistence of stars, the meekness of stables, the divine dignity of human flesh, the generous offer
of favor and grace.
Christmas never ends. And we’re forever beckoned to lend ourselves to its grace as it unfolds daily in us, our
neighbors, and the love-starved, weary world.
Prayer: Thank you, God, for “this thing that has taken place,” that’s always taking place, this gift, this
challenge, this endless love.

