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Normandy Park United Church of Christ 
Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music: Kevin Peterson 
Lay Leaders: Mark B. and Steve K. 

 

January 2, 2022 
 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF GATHERING ~ based on Ephesians 1:3-14 
God’s goodness is built into the foundation of Creation! 
God chose us in Christ from the beginning. 
God calls us blameless, holy, and loved. 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all! 
God has made an eternal promise to gather all things. 
God will reconcile all things on earth and heaven in the fullness of time. 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all! 
In Jesus Christ we have heard the word of Truth. 
In the Holy Spirit breathed on us and diverse peoples 
Throughout the world, 
God’s promise has been sealed. 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all! 
 

SONG ~ “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
Let us pray: 
God’s Word came to God’s own people, 
And the people did not accept the Word. 
We do not accept you, our Sovereign Christ. 
We cannot abide by your commandments. 
We do not know how to love you, our neighbors, or ourselves. 
God’s Word came to God’s own people, 
And the people did not accept the Word. 
We do not accept you, Ruler of Peace. 
We wage war on the most vulnerable. 
In ourselves we wage war on vulnerability itself. 
God’s Word came to God’s own people, 
And the people did not accept the Word. 
We do not accept you, Light of the World. 
We block your light shining in us, putting barriers between us: 
Racism, sexism, heterosexism, cissexism, ableism, ageism. 
We are caught in systems beyond our control: 
Holy Word of God, call us to yourself once again. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

SONG ~ “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing (Jesus, the Light of the World)” 
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ John 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or 
of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John 
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one 
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 
heart, who has made him known. 
 

REFLECTION ~ “In the beginning, 2022…not 2020 too” 
 

SONG ~ “Ring Out, Wild Bells” 
RING OUT, wild bells, to the wild sky, 
   The flying cloud, the frosty light; 
The year is dying in the night: 
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   RING OUT, wild bells, and let it die. 
RING OUT the old, RING IN the new,  
   Ring happy bells, across the snow;  
The year is going, let it go; 
   RING OUT the false, ring in the true. 
 

RING OUT, the grief that saps the mind, 
   For those that here we see no more; 
RING OUT the feud of rich and poor, 
   RING IN redress to humankind. 
RING OUT false pride in place and blood, 
   The civic slander and the spite; 
RING IN the love of truth and right, 
   RING IN the common love of good. 
 

RING OUT old shapes of foul disease, 
   RING OUT the narrowing lust of gold; 
RING OUT the thousand wars of old, 
   RING IN the thousand years of peace. 
RING IN the valiant and the free, 
   The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
RING OUT the darkness of the land, 
   RING IN the Christ that is to be. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

SONG ~ “Come to the Table of Grace” (verses 1-2) 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS

• Bob L. 

• Diane, Malinda and Jim’s 
daughter 

• Donna and Bob, Debbie’s 
mother and stepfather 

• Drew C. 

• Eileen A. 

• Jill E-K.’s father and cousin 

• Jim K., Lynn’s brother 

• Jon C. 

• Paula, Nancy A.’s friend 

• Steve, Debbie’s father 

• Yoko S. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

AMEN x5 

TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 
 

CALL TO OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Most wise and wondrous God, 
We pray that soon and very soon 
Your blessings will cover the face of the earth like a mist, 
That divine offerings and the offerings of human hands 
Mingle imperceptibly as every need is satisfied. 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
To God, all glorious heavenly Light, 
To Christ revealed in earthly night, 
To God the Spirit now we raise 
Our joyful songs of thankful praise. 
 



9 
 

BLESSING 
 

SONG ~ “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 
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