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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Welcome to Advent and our theme From Generation to Generation. During these next 

weeks as we make our way to Christmas we will be reflecting on the story of the birth of 

Christ and our own stories. This Sunday, in honor of World Aid’s Day, we will hear a 

message from Steve Kuntz which includes his own call story—and we will also 

experience the lighting of the Advent candles and communion. 

I encourage you to bring home, if you haven’t already, the Advent devotional that goes 

along with our theme. There are recipes, reflections, beautiful artwork, and space for 

you to write down your own thoughts and meditations. 

The Sanctified Art team, who created this series for us, shares that “The stories, 

scriptures and traditions of the Christmas season have been passed down to us 

throughout the generations. Many of us enter this season with a swell of memories and 

emotions as vast as the cultural and religious rituals this holiday holds. Like a tapestry 

woven throughout time, the Christmas story weaves in us—to remember how God has 

shown up in the past, to continue the work of collective liberation, to behold the 

presence of God in flesh and bone.” 

This season we are invited to remember and reflect on our own stories, the tapestries 

that make us, us. And we are invited in, to remember and reflect on the stories of Jesus, 

his family and all the many ways this story has shaped us into who we are as a church. 

My prayer for you this season is that you will make some intentional space to ponder, to 

reflect, to celebrate the birth of the Christ child. It could be as simple as lighting your 

Advent candles at home during the week (if you need more candles, we have some for 

you!). It could be as simple as having an early morning cup of coffee while you admire 

your Christmas decorations and the twinkly lights. It could be time set aside to send 

personal notes in Christmas cards to friends and family. And if this time of year is a more 

challenging season for you, then it is good to acknowledge that, and give yourself space 

to do or be in a way that makes sense to you. 

In general, it is so easy for us to get pulled into the busy-ness of the season—all those 

things we should do. AND I hope the pandemic taught us that it is okay to slow down, to 

pace ourselves, to allow for the incarnation of Christ to affect us, to touch us, to 

continue to mold us. 

Know that you have a place here, at Normandy Park United Church of Christ to worship, 

to remember, to sing and celebrate the birth of our Lord. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Amy 
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December Calendar of Events 
ONLINE: invitations/directions for accessing these events will be shared via email: 

o Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am 

o Church Council meeting: Tuesday, December 6, 7:00 pm 

o Potentially NO ZOOM links for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s 

Day Worship services – in-person only 
 

IN-PERSON: we strongly encourage wearing a mask and practicing reasonable 

physical distancing to keep vulnerable people safe: 

o Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am in Sanctuary 

o Sunday School: offered during Worship on all Sundays except Communion 

Sundays (usually the first Sunday of each month) 

o Shopping for Mary’s Place gifts: Sunday, December 4, 8:30 am at the Burien Fred 

Meyer 

o Worship Committee meeting: Sunday, December 4, 11:30 am in the Library 

o Slot Car Racing: Friday, December 16, 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 

o Taproot Theatre presents “Hark the Harold”: Saturday, December 17, 5:00 pm in 

the Sanctuary (FREE, but registration required – see details on next page) 

o Christmas Pageant: Sunday, December 18, 10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

o Mary’s Place Holiday Store set-up: Wednesday, December 21, 10:00 am at Mary’s 

Place, Burien (RSVP to Kirsten by December 20) 

o Christmas Eve Service: Saturday, December 24, 5:00 pm in the Sanctuary 



 
“There’s no way they’d give me a mission that 
important!” Harold is not the brightest angel 
in the heavenly host and his enthusiastic 
shenanigans are really trying the patience of 
his new partner, Gabriel. As the two carry 
messages to Zechariah, Joseph, and Mary, 
will they realize God’s plan for redemption? 
Find out while watching the Nativity unfold 
from a heavenly perspective in Taproot 
Theatre’s hilarious production of Hark the 
Harold , hosted by NPUCC on Saturday, 
December 17, 5 pm in the Sanctuary. The 
event is FREE, but you must register at: 
npucc.org. Click on the link on the Home 
Page. Thanks to our sponsors Judy Jacobson 
and Emily Hitchens! 
 

Intergenerational 
Christmas Pageant 

ALL are welcome to 
participate in our 
Christmas Pageant that 
will be held during 
Worship on Sunday, 
December 18th. As you 
enter the Sanctuary, 

you’ll see a selection of costumes. Choose 
whatever you like! We can have three Marys, 
twenty wise people, and one sheep – it’s all 
okay. As we read the Nativity story and sing 
songs welcoming the season, the various 
characters will be invited to join the story at 
the front of the Sanctuary. 

 
Normandy Park’s annual holiday celebration – 

including pictures with Santa, choir 

performances, goodies and Christmas tree 

lighting – will held at Normandy Park Towne 

Center. A couple of families from NPUCC will 

be volunteering and we’ve given permission for 

attendees to use our parking lot. 

Come join the fun! 

 

Thank you so much to all who purchased 

Christmas gift tags and gift cards to help bring 

a happy and festive Christmas to the residents 

of Mary’s Place! 
 

The youth will be shopping for the gifts before 

Worship on December 4th. If you picked a gift 

card tag from the tree in the Narthex, please 

return them to church no later than December 

4th as well. 
 

On December 21st, 10 am – 1 pm, several of 

our youth and families will be helping set up the 

Holiday Store at Mary’s Place in Burien. The 

store enables parents and kids to “shop” for 

gifts for one another. We’ll be setting up tables, 

chairs and displaying gifts by age group. If you 

are interested in joining us, please let Kirsten 

know by December 20th, as we need to submit 

a list of volunteer names. 
 

Has it been a while since you’ve 
been in touch with some of your 
family and friends? Send them 
a Christmas card via snail mail 
wishing them a blessed season. 



 
All are welcome to celebrate Christmas 
with two special services. Our family-
friendly Christmas Eve service begins at 5 
pm and will include readings, songs, and 
candlelight. Christmas Day service at 10 am 
includes a carol sing. Our contemplative 
New Year’s Day service will include 
choosing your word for the year and 
communion. Invite your family, friends and 
neighbors to join us in this festive season! 

 
END-OF-THE-YEAR 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
UPDATES AND NEWS 

 
❖ Giving Statements 

Pledge giving statements, to let you know how 
you stand, are being emailed or snail mailed at 
the beginning of December. If you don’t get 
one, let Lynn know. Also, end-of-the-year giving 
statements to everyone will be sent out, also by 
email or snail mail, by mid-January for income 
tax purposes. Please have any offerings you 
want included on your 2022 giving statement in 
the office by Thursday, December 29 or 
postmarked by December 31. 

❖ 2023 Pledge 
If you have misplaced your pledge card, no 
worries. There are extras in the church office or 
visit our website at npucc.org, click on the 
DONATE button in the upper right corner, and 
submit your pledge electronically. Only Lynn, 
the Financial Secretary, gets notified so your 
pledge is kept confidential. 

❖ Offering Envelopes 
NPUCC has offering envelopes that are 
packaged in 12s and 52s. If you’d like some for 
2023, please contact Kirsten in the church 
office. You don’t need to use an offering 
envelope if you choose not to – you can just 

fold your check or put your check in a plain 
envelope before placing it in the offering plate, 
or even give your pledge electronically such as 
using your credit/debit card Bill Pay, PayPal, or 
Zelle. But if you do give cash, it can only be put 
on your giving statement if it is in an envelope 
with your name on it. Let Lynn know if you have 
any questions. 

❖ Christmas Fund Special Offering 
We’ll take the Christmas Fund offering on 
December 18 and 25. The Christmas Fund has 
been caring for active and retired clergy and lay 
employees of the UCC for over 100 years, 
providing emergency grants, supplementation 
of small annuities and health premiums, and 
Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each 
December to our lower-income retirees. Give 
generously by writing a check to NPUCC and 
indicating “Christmas Fund” on the memo line. 
Or use the DONATE tab on our website 
https://www.npucc.org/donate and select the 
[Donate] button specific for CHRISTMAS 
FUND. 

❖ Neighbors in Need Special Offering 
Thank you to our generous donors! As a 
church, we donated $530. These gift supports 
the Council for American Indian Ministry UCC 
(CAIM) and the Justice and Witness Ministries, 
United Church of Christ (JWM) including justice 
advocacy, service projects, and grants to local 
churches. 

 
We will not be meeting in 
December. But we are 
determining what our next Bible 
book or story will be. To help us 
decide, please respond to this 
survey with your choice: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ND8XW6B 
 

An Evening of Song 

with Ellaina Lewis 
Saltwater Music Series 

Saturday, December 3 at 7 pm 

Des Moines 

United Methodist Church 
 

Soprano Ellaina Lewis makes her debut at the 

Saltwater Music Series, alongside pianist Steven 

Luksan, with a program of spirituals and American 

poetry set to music that explore faith and the 

natural world. An acclaimed performer of both opera 

and concert music, Ellaina Lewis is a frequent 

https://www.npucc.org/donate
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ND8XW6B


performer on the stage at Seattle Opera, Tacoma 

Opera, and concert halls throughout the Puget 

Sound region. As always, admission is FREE. 

Donations will be collected to benefit a great 

charitable cause. 

 
BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

• The Good Immigrant - 26 Writers Reflect on 
America: Presents essays by first- and second-
generation immigrant writers on the realities of 
immigration, multiculturalism, and 
marginalization in an increasingly divided 
America. From Trump's proposed border wall 
and travel ban to the marching of white 
supremacists in Charlottesville, America is 
consumed by tensions over immigration and 
the question of which bodies are welcome. 

• Did you enjoy reading and discussing dear 
white peacemakers? Then you might want to 
read Shalom Sistas written by Osheta Moore 
four years prior to it: "Shalom, the Hebrew 
word often translated as "peace," was a far cry 
from blogger and podcaster Osheta Moore's 
crazy life. Like a lot of women, she loved God's 
dream for a world that is whole, vibrant, and 
flourishing. But honestly: who's got the time? 
So one night she whispered a dangerous 
prayer: God, show me the things that make for 
peace. 

• Do you have a social or environmental justice 
book that you’ve read and would like to 
recommend to others? Send its name to Lynn 
and she’ll include it in the next Towline. 

 
 
BOUNDARY PHRASES 
A Boundary Coach, Kami Orange, collects 
boundary phrases and shares them on TikTok. If 
you’re like a lot of people working on having 
healthier boundaries, you might struggle knowing 
how to respond to a person’s invasive questions or 
problematic views on the spot. Try practicing some 
of these for the next time you’re confronted by a 
troublesome question or comment: 
▪ Why do you ask? 
▪ Wow! That’s a really personal question to ask 

someone. 
▪ I’m not sure what answer you’re looking for with 

that question? 
▪ I’m not your target audience. 
▪ I’m not the right person for you to share that 

with. 
▪ That’s an inside thought, bestie! 
▪ That’s a sensitive topic for me. Let’s talk about 

something else. 
▪ I’m not sure why that’s funny. Will you explain 

the joke to me? 

Community Meals in 2023 
The Community Meal crew has 

decided to serve meals on a 

quarterly basis: January 24, April 25, 

July 25, and October 24. January’s 

meal will be spaghetti, but we are 

looking for soup makers to provide 

an additional choice. If you are 

able to provide a soup or would like 

to volunteer in other ways, please 

contact Alice. Prep starts at 2 pm 

and the meal is served from 4:30 to 

6 pm. 



 

 

 

 

December Birthdays 
Jeni Watson 12/7 

Kirsten Pangelinan 12/18 

Michael McPherson 12/27 

Jill Tiffany 12/29 

Cathy Barton 12/30 

 
December Anniversaries 

Mark Buckley and Steve Kuntz 12/9 

Barbara and Jim Gregg 12/21 

 
If you don’t see your December birthday or anniversary 

on this list and would like to be included, 

please let Kirsten know at 

kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770. 
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