
 
Normandy Park United Church of Christ 

January 15, 2023 
Holy Curiosity and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday 

 

Bolded text is read and sung in unison 
 

PRELUDE ~ “Intermezzo,” Op. 117, No. 1 by Johannes Brahms 
 

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

WORDS OF GATHERING 

Jesus asks “what are you looking for?” 

What do we say? 

Jesus says “come and see!” 

He invites us in, asks us to abide with him. 
A simple call. A hard call. 
Jesus, are you really talking to us? 

Yes, he is speaking to us. 
We have come this far, to this place, 
Let us listen and be transformed. 
Let us worship our Holy God! 
 

SONG ~ “Come, My People” 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC ~ "Mazurka," Op. 24, no. 4 by Fryderyk Chopin 
 

A LITANY AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Adapted from Liturgy Outside by Katherine Hawker 

A child once dreamed the Voice was calling his name...’Samuel’; 
Fishermen once heard the Voice when a young man bid them follow; 
And still the Voice beckons today…can you hear? 

Here I am. Send me. 
Moses protested vehemently as the Voice spoke at the burning bush; 
Mary stood amazed as the Voice proclaimed impending birth; 
And still the Voice beckons today…can you hear? 

Here I am. Send me. 
Rosa Parks followed the Voice to the front of the bus; 
Martin Luther King, Jr. heard the Voice as the bullet shattered; 
And still the Voice beckons today…can you hear? 

Here I am. Send me. 
The Voice beckons from humble places… 

In the tears of hungry children, 
In the cries of the frail and frightened elderly, 
In the pleas of those whose dreams have been too long deferred; 
And still the Voice beckons today…can you hear? 

Here I am. Send me. 
A timid believer pauses to listen to the Voice; 
A struggling church hears the Voice and turns; 
And still the Voice beckons today…can you hear? 

Here I am. Send me. 
Holy God, for all the times we believe that it is not us you are talking to, 
For all the times we look for someone else 
To do the hard work of following you, 
For all the times we have not heeded your words, your call, 
Forgive us. Amen. 
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Friends, Christ makes all things new. Christ beckons us, and each day we 
have the opportunity to open our hearts and minds to God’s love and 
forgiveness. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Instructions: the side by the stained-glass windows will stand and offer 
the passing of the peace to the side of the room with the organ, and then 
will sit down. Then the side of the room with the organ will stand and 
offer the peace back to them. 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 
May the peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 
 

~ Youth are invited to go to Sunday School ~ 
 

SONG ~ “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
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SHARING OUR SACRED STORY ~ John 1:29-42 (NRSVUE) 
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’ I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water 
for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I 
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is 
the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and 
have testified that this is the Chosen One.” 
 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he 
watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 
The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When 
Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” 
They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him 
that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 
Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 

REFLECTION ~ “Come and See” 
 

SONG ~ “You Walk along Our Shoreline” 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 

• Bill, Judy’s friend 

• Cindy S., Emily H.’s friend 

• Gloria J. 

• Ida and Jason, Nancy S.’s 
sister and nephew 

• Jane A. 

• Jon C. 

• Judy H., Nancy B.’s friend 

• Lee W. 

• Mack V. 

• Marilyn, Mack’s friend 

• The family of Matt, Susan’s 
friend 

• Megan 

• Michael, Sue B.’s friend 

• Patty, Judy J.’s cousin 

• Sue B. 

• Terry and Tom, Wenden and 
Bob’s friends 

• The Vaughan family 

• Vic, Nancy A.’s friend 

• Yoko S. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Creator (or Our Mother, or Our Father) 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

AMEN (x5) 
 

SHARING OUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
We thank you, Lord 

For all your gifts of love, oh Lord, 
For food, for friends, 
For life in your beautiful world. 
 

BLESSING 
 

SONG ~ “Thuma Mina (Send Me, Lord)” 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Pastor: Rev. Amy Hitchens 
Ministers: Every One of Us 

Director of Music: Kevin Peterson 
Deacon of the Month: Connie C. 

Lay Leader: Brian R. 
Greeters: Mark H. and Gaddy P. 

Usher: Connie C. 
Flowers: Connie C. 

Sunday School Teachers: Susan S. and Barbara G. 
Coffee Hour: Dorine S. 

 

Worship credits: 

Reflection © 2023 Rev. Amy Hitchens. 

Liturgy © 2023 Rev. Amy Hitchens. 

Litany and prayer of confession from Liturgy Outside by Katherine Hawker. Permission granted 
for use. Adapted by Rev. Amy Hitchens. 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition, 
copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

“Come, My People” by James Martin. © 2006 James F. D. Martin. 

“You Walk Along Our Shoreline” by Sylvia G. Dunstan. © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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