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Friends in Christ,
As your Music Director I have been so incredibly privileged to serve in
ministry with you as a church community since late August 2014, and some of
you may even remember I served as the pianist and worship accompanist
when I was a high school senior from 2006-2007. I write to you now to
officially announce that I will be stepping down as Music Director this
summer. While it has been the greatest joy of my musical, professional, and
church career to worship with you these last eight years I also recognize that
God has called me in a new direction, one that I have long been slowly
working towards and will now take a major step into: this fall I will begin
working as a pilot for Horizon Airlines (Alaska Airlines’ regional affiliate),
getting the opportunity to fly all around the Pacific Northwest and beyond maybe even with you on board!
I have so cherished my time here at Normandy Park UCC. Through the
pandemic, pastoral transitions, rummage sales, a new website, worship
committee meetings, youth trips, technology upgrades, countless potlucks,
and so much more, I have seen God’s grace at work in my life and in our life
together as a church community. While I have friends and family who are
quick to point out that I do not take any days off, I have never viewed this as
a job; I am truly grateful that I have the privilege to wake up on Sunday
mornings and be in ministry and help inspire all of us towards a greater
experience of the divine in worship.
I could spend an entire newsletter thanking each of you for the special roles
you play in my life and the memories we have made together. Special thanks,
of course, goes to Pastor Amy and to Kirsten; I could not imagine two more
kind, funny, collaborative, and caring partners to support me in this position. I
also wish to express my sincere gratitude to the choir: we have all grown so
much together over this time, and for your flexibility, dedication, and grace I
am ever grateful.

Office Manager:
Kirsten Pangelinan
kirsten@npucc.org

It has been and will always be an absolute privilege to be called to this role
and to serve alongside all of you in ministry. May you continue to listen for,
and boldly sing out, God’s praise and love as you step into this next chapter of
the church’s musical life. In the words of hymnist Fred Pratt Green:

Office Hours:
9:15 am – 2:00 pm
Tuesday – Friday

“Let every instrument be tuned for praise! Let all rejoice who have a voice to
raise! And may God give us faith to sing always: Alleluia!”
Kevin Peterson
(please see photo montage on page 6)

March Calendar of Events
ONLINE: invitations and directions for accessing these events will be
shared via email:
Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am
Worship Committee meeting: March 1, 4:30 pm
Church Council meeting: Tuesday, March 8, 7:00 pm
Lenten Study: Wednesdays, March 9, 16, 23, 30 and April 13,
5:30 pm
o Bibles & Brews Bible Study: Fridays, March 4 and 18, 7:00 pm
o
o
o
o

IN-PERSON: as we ease back into in-person events, please continue to
wear a mask and practice reasonable physical distancing to keep
vulnerable people safe:
Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am in Sanctuary
Ash Wednesday Service: March 2, 5:00 pm in Sanctuary
Communion: Sunday, March 6, 10:00 am in Sanctuary
Parish Care Committee meeting: Wednesday, March 9, 1:30 pm in
the Fireside Room
o Sunday School: March 20, 10:00 am (youth start in Worship and
will be dismissed to meet in the Sunday School rooms)
o
o
o
o

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED:
o
o
o
o

Family First
Ladies’ Lunch
Exercise Class
Community Dinner

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many church activities have moved online
or been suspended for the foreseeable future. Some Worship services will be hybrid:
both online and in-person (pre-registration required). If you have any questions,
don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Amy, Kirsten or Committee chairs.
Church Council is following guidelines for reopening from
the state of Washington, King County Department of Health
and our Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC.

Hello Members and Friends
of Normandy Park UCC,
My name is Lorraine Leist. As
a new member of your
community and as a soon-tobe minister in four-way
covenant with you at
Normandy Park UCC, I would
like to introduce myself and
tell you a little about what
this relationship with the
church means.
First off, I am an ordained minister in the UCC and I
work as a palliative care chaplain at Swedish Medical
Center’s First Hill campus. I moved to Seattle from
Boulder, Colorado two and a half years ago. At the
moment, my family is spread out geographically. My
partner, Kari, still lives and works in Colorado, although
she spends time in Seattle too. My son, Jan, lives in
Rhode Island and is a junior in college. In addition to my
work at Swedish, I am currently pursuing my Doctor of
Divinity degree at Iliff School of Theology. Most of my
time is spent working or studying, but when I do have
free time, I like to walk and read for pleasure.
Being a minister in four-way covenant in the UCC means
that I work in a non-parish setting – in this case,
Swedish First Hill – and I am in a covenantal relationship
not only with my employer, but also with the Pacific
Northwest Conference of the UCC, and Normandy Park
UCC. This covenant invites all parties to be in a
relationship of mutual care, respect, and accountability.
In addition to being among you as a church member in
the pews and participating in the life of the
congregation, you may see me fulfill my covenant to the
church by occasionally writing for the newsletter,
offering insight about topics related to my work, or
possibly preaching at some point. As a congregation,
part of your role in maintaining your covenant with me
is to hold me in prayer as I undertake the work of
spiritual care in palliative care at Swedish.
I visited other churches in the Seattle area when
considering where to make my spiritual home during
my time here in the PNW. Normandy Park appealed to
me because of your ministries of hospitality and care for
your neighbor as evidenced by your many ministries
involving nurturing through food. I have appreciated
attending worship services and like knowing about the
congregation’s clear commitment to social justice. I very
much look forward to being in community with you.

        

Lenten Theme: Full to the Brim
Ash Wednesday ~ March 2nd
This year’s Ash Wednesday Service will be
in person only (no Zoom) in the
NPUCC Sanctuary at 5:00 pm.
Lenten Book Study
and Soup Suppers
We’ll be reading and
discussing Love is the Way:
Holding on to Hope in
Troubling Times by Bishop
Michael Curry. Feel free to
get the book ahead of time
if you like. These
gatherings will be on Zoom:
March 9, 16, 23, 30, and
April 13 (5 weeks), beginning at 5:30 pm.
Come to as many as you are able. All are
welcome!
It's official!
Three youth and
four adults from
NPUCC will be
participating in
a Blue Theology
mission trip to Monterey Bay, California this
summer! One of the aims of Blue Theology is to
build partnerships between faith and science and
encourage faith communities to use creation
care theology to address climate change. Our
group will do projects like counting sea life,
replanting shorelines, and beach cleanups. There
will be time for reflection, prayer, art, whale
watching and kayaking as well. Originally we
planned to go in 2020, but due to the
pandemic, participated in an online version of
the program instead. We’ll continue keeping our
NPUCC family apprised as details of our trip
develop and ways to support it. Thank you!

We’ll be meeting via Zoom on
Fridays, March 4 and March 18
at 7 pm as we continue reading
from A Women’s Lectionary.
The Zoom invite will include each
session’s lectionary to be read ahead
of time. Bring your ears and voices to the
conversation. If you haven’t joined us in the past
are, you’re always welcome to drop in.

again so she can send you a Zoom invite. Also,
please don’t forget to return any enneagram DVDs
you may still have! Please drop them off at the
church office or contact Lynn and she can pick
them up.

Celebrating over 20 years providing
home, health, and hope for women
experiencing homelessness

Sunday
Story
Teacher Helper
Mar 20 Bayard Rustin
Wenden Lee L.
Mar 27 Fr Broderick Greer
Apr 3
Communion – no Sunday School
Apr 10
Rabbi Danya
Ruttenberg
Apr 17
Easter – no Sunday School
Apr 24
Herb Montgomery

Our online event of the season features:
• Tempting silent auction items and
experiences you can enjoy virtually or in
person
• Fund-A-Future opportunities that meet
clients where they are
• Ever popular dessert dash, reimagined with
home delivery
• Heartfelt success stories shared by grateful
graduates
Register online at:
www.auctria.events/hhspringfling2022

SUNDAY SCHOOL
STARTING AGAIN
IN MARCH
We will start Sunday School
again for our youth starting
March 20 and will be using
the Holy Troublemakers &
Unconventional Saints
curriculum. Teachers and
Helpers, please look at your
calendar and March and
April’s schedule below and
let me know if you’re available. Thanks, Lynn

SAVE THE DATE
NPUCC will be cooking for Hospitality
House March 29 - April 3. Please contact
Alice for more details about volunteering.

Questions? sheenahr.hospitalityhouse@gmail.com

ENNEAGRAM
THE JOURNEY TOWARD
WHOLENESS
We’ve postponed meeting
again until after Easter. Our
discussion will center around
Suzanne Stabile’s newest
book The Journey Toward
Wholeness which also has a
study guide. If you want to
keeping studying the
enneagram or you’ve stepped away for a break and
want to start up again or know someone who does,
I can purchase either the book ($18.25) or book and
study guide ($28.71) and ship them directly to you
although you’re always welcome to purchase them
yourself. If you didn’t attend these past few months,
be sure to let Amy know that you’re starting up

2022 CROP HUNGER WALK – NPUCC TEAM
On Sunday, May 1 the NPUCC CROP Hunger Walk
team will be walking in the 2022 Des
Moines/Highline CROP Hunger Walk to support
Church World Service and help families who are
struggling with hunger including a portion of
donations going to the Des Moines Area Food

Bank. This year we will again be starting at the Des
Moines United Methodist Church and will walk
through the streets of downtown and the marina.
Join us in person or spirit so that we can provide
more meals for the growing number of people in
our community who need them, and greater food
security in communities around the world
To join our team or donate online, visit
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/team/nor
mandy-park-ucc. You may also write a check to
“CWS/CROP” and deliver/mail to church.
If you have questions, please contact Alice or Lynn.
UCC Daily Devotional by Vince Amlin
Jesus taught them, saying, “Beware of false
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but
inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them
by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or
figs from thistles? In the same way, every good tree
bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.” –
Matthew 7:15-17 (NRSV)
The other week at Bethany, we were practicing
music before worship. That morning our
congregation of 50 was receiving 8 new members,
and we were opening the service with the Mark
Miller banger, “Welcome.”
“Let’s build a house where love can dwell and all
can safely live…”
When we’d sung through it, our music director said,
“I love this progression,” and played a couple
measures from the song. It landed on this crunchy
chord, full of dissonance and tension.
“The deceptive cadence,” she told us. It hung in the
air like a question mark, wanting to come to a
resolution but refusing.
“That’s the first-time visitors,” our soloist for the
morning broke in, “wondering if it’s really true.”
“All are welcome, welcome in this place…”
A little while later, a new family of five arrived. One
of their parents caught my eye at the door.
“Are they allowed to sit wherever in here?” she
asked, motioning to her kids.
“Yep!”

“They’re going to be disruptive.”
“So will mine. I’m OK with it if you are.”
I tried to be reassuring. But those are just words.
Easy to speak. Easy to sing. Harder to live.
I wonder how she felt, what she experienced. I
wonder if they’ll be back, if we’ll get the chance to
show them that it’s true.

www.thechristiancloset.com
WHO WE ARE: The Christian Closet is an online
therapeutic resource for people who are trying to
work out what it means to have a LGBTQI sexual
identity, or gender identity within a Christian context.
WHAT WE DO: We meet with people from all over
the world via the web as they begin to explore who
they are and how this identity can co-exist beautifully
with a faith and relationship with God.
WHAT ABOUT GOD AND THE BIBLE: As we’ve
done this work what we’ve found is that journeying
with a LGBTQI Christian therapist, coach, or spiritual
direction provides a unique opportunity to work
through issues of faith, church trauma, questions
about God and the Bible, as well as navigating the
muddy waters of dealing with non-affirming friends
and family. It’s okay to have doubts, wonder about
what the Bible really says about being queer and
explore God’s leading in your life. Our hope and goal
is for you to become more fully alive, happy and
healthy.
WHO WE WORK WITH: Gay, straight, bisexual,
lesbian, transgender, intersex, or queer, all of the
above - God loves you as you are, period. And yet we
also know how hard it is to believe that when so
many people say otherwise. In addition to individuals
who are going through this process, The Christian
Closet also holds sessions with straight family
members, church leaders, and friends who are trying
to work through what it means for someone special
in their life to be "out."

THANK YOU! Our donation drop-off day on February 6 th was a great success! Items and
money were collected for Hospitality House, Mary’s Place and Pioneer Housing. We were
collecting especially for the Souper Bowl of Caring benefitting the Des Moines Area Food
Bank. $1,100, 203 pounds of food and 450 paper bags were collected.
THANK YOU! We received a note of thanks from Mary’s Place for putting together
Valentine’s Day craft and treat packets for their kids and families: “WOW! We cannot
thank you all enough for the monthly gift from NPUCC and the additional gifts from
members – how incredibly generous. We are so grateful for all that you do in the
community, and for your support and sending love to our kiddos this Valentine’s Day!”

Connie’s and Alice’s cars were FULL!

Congratulations on the new chapter of your life, Kevin! We’ll miss you!

Clockwise from upper left:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

With Jane Leeson-Jackson
Mt. Rainier moonlight hike
With Teddy, the church wonder dog
Happy 30th with the choir
At the Rainiers game
Chaperoning youth at UCC’s WRYE in Hawaii
Happy graduation with the choir
With godson Mathias, and Susan

March Birthdays
Lee Weber
Vicki Nichols
Kevin Peterson
Christine Storm
Megan Cook
Jim Gregg
Erin Cook

3/7
3/13
3/18
3/20
3/26
3/26
3/28

March Anniversaries
Jane and Michael Armstrong
Joan and Dave Andresen

3/11
3/18

If you don’t see your March birthday or anniversary on this list and would like to be included,
please let Kirsten know at kirsten@npucc.org or 206-824-1770.

